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sngwested. The Government appreciate the
position and desire to protect the pevple m
the pool. If the Minister interferes at all
it will be only for the purpose of protecting
those in the pool.

Hon. .J. EWING: 1f a contract baed been
made at 2s. 6. and the pool fixed the prive
at ds., who is to get the difference?  TFhe
tarmer will be the sufferer. 1 do not sec
the necessity for having in the Bill a clause
wlieh will prevent people dving something
which is legitimate business.

Amendment pased : the clause as amended
arreed to.

(lauses 12 o 15—agreed to,

(‘lause 16— Balance of money reguired to
he subsequently appropriaied by Parliameni
for the purpose:

Hon. J. M. DREW:
ment—

That the following proviso be added to
the clause:—"“Provided that all erpendi-
ture in tie administration of this Lt <hall
be a charge upon the proceeds of the mar-
keted wheat””

Amendment passed:  the
amended acrreed to.

Clauses 17, 18-—agreed to.

Schedule-—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments, and a Mes<
sage accordingly forwarded to the Assembly
reijuesting them to make the amendments,
leave being given to sit again on receipt of
a Message from the Assembly,

1 move ap amend-

clanse as

House adjourned at 16.39 p.an.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 3.0
p-m., and read prayers.

I’APERS PRESEXTED.

By the Minister for Works: Perth City
Conucil, by-law relaling to sign-boards.

By the Honorary Minister: 1, Cunderdin
Local Board of Health, amended by-laws;
32, Fremantle Harbour Trnst, amended regu-
lations.

QUESTION — REPURCHASED ES-
TATES, BOWES AND OAKABELLA,

Mr. CUNNINGHAM, without notice,
asked the Minister for Lands: 1, What waz
the average price per acre paid by the
Government for the Bowes and Oakabella
estates, respectively? 2, What is the total
area of each estate? 3, What was the cost of
subdivision, and of the making available of
these lands for setilement? 4, What was
the average price per acre chargeable to
selectors when the lands were thrown open
tor seleetion? 5, What area of each estate
has been reserved for public purposes?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:

1, Bowes £1 8s. 3¥d., Oakabella 9s. 9%,d.
In regard to the Oa,kabella estate, 1 shoald
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mention that Crown lands to the value of
£4,489 were included, the average price of
these Crown lands being 1s. 1134d. 2,
Bowes 38,233 acres, Oakabella 44,941 acres.
3, Bowes £702, Qakabella £981. 4, Bowes
£1 11s. 834d., Oakabella 13s. 744d. 5,
Bowes, 1,674 acres, Qakabella 2,490 aeres.

QUESTION—WHEAT HARVEST, AD-
VANCE TO FARMERS.

Myr. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the inadequacy of the advance on
wheat proposed by the Federal Govern-
ment of 1s, Bd. per bushel, will the Govern-
ment consider the advisability of supple-
menting that amount by a further advance
of, say, 1s. per bushel out of State F'unds?

The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment are alive to ihe inadequaey of an ad-
vance of only 1s. per bushel, but the finan-
cial arrangements in connection with the
pooling of the forthecoming harvest are st
present under diseussion by the Australian
Wheat Board in Melbourne, and a decision
has nol becn reached as to the amount of
the advance to be made to farmers.

QUESTION — COAL STRIKE
~FOOD SUPPLIES.

Mr. THOMSON asked the Premier: In
view of the possible continuance of the coal
strike and the consequent shoriage in the
supply of necessary food commodities, is it
ihe iniention of the (Government to safe-
guard the interests of the consumers and,
if necessary, o introduce legislation to re-
wulate such supplies?

The PREMIER replied: The Govern-
ment will take all necessary steps to safe-
guard the inierests of the people of this
Srate, should the neeessity arise.

AXD

QUESTIONS (2)—ENEMY SURBRJECTS
IN GOVERNMENT EMPLOY.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON asked the Premier:

1. Is he aware that owing to the Govern-

ment’s insiructions regarding the employ-

[ASSEMBLY.]

ment of enemy subjects, serious hardship
is being inflicted on naturalised British sub-
jeels, who have no connection or sympathy
with the country of their birth, having left
it in some cases while still infants, and who
have married Australian women, and reared
Australian families, some of whom are serv-
ing with the Australian Imperial Force? 2,
Does he realise that through losing Govern-
ment positions these eitizens are unable to
obtain ofher employment, thus eausing suf-
fering to the wives and families? 3, Will he
take action to see that each case is investi-
gated separately, and thns avoid the unfair-
ness of so general an application of the
Government’s poliey?

The PREMIER replied: ({1, 2, and 3.)
The Government realise that the carrying
out of their policy in conection with the em-
ployment of enemy subjects must of neces-
sily inflict some hardship in individual
cases. They feel, however, that their de-
cision to exclude from the Publie Service all
enemy subjects is in the best interests of
the State.

My, MUNSIE, for Mr. Heitmann, asked
the Premier: 1, Is it a fact that a regu-

- lation has heen adopted providing for the
-dismissal of all Government servants who

were born in an enemy country? 2, Is he
aware that the rule i1s working harshly in
some cases, as for inslance the following:
—A man named Groessler, born in. an
enemy ¢ountry, but resident in  Australia
for 30 years, and a naturalised British sub-
jeet for 25 years, one of whose sons was
killed at Gollipoli, one wounded and re-
turned unfit for further service, and two
are at present serving with ihe army, has
heen dismissed from lhe Railway Depart-
ment af Geraldton.  The mother of these
boys is a native of New South Wales. 3,
Are the Government prepared to exempt
from the operations of the regulation those
men who have one or more sons who have
enlisted ¢

The PREMTER replied: 1, Yes. (2 and
3). The Government are aware that the
carrying out of their poliey must of neces-
gity infliet some hardship in individual cases,
but they feel that their decision 1o exelude
from the Public Service all enemy subjeets is
in the hest intercsts of (he State.
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QUESTION—KIMBERLEY CATTLE,
GOVERNMENT PURCHASE.

Mr. COLLIER asked the Premier
Whether it is the intention of the Govern-
ment to appuint a Royal Commission to in-
quire into the charge of attempted bribery,
made by the Hon. J. J. Holmes against a
public officer alleged to be acting on behalf
of the Government, relative to Mr. Holmes's
attitde concerning a secret contract for
the purchase of 10,000 hesd of cattle from
Messrs, Emanuel Bros, Limited?

The PREMIER replied: No. But if Mr.
Holmes makes any specific charge against
any officer it will be investigated.

QUESTION—BRUNSWICK STATE
FARM.

Motor Cars on “Field Day”

Mr, SMITH asked the Minister for Agui-
culture: What was the cost to the State for
hire of motor cars ai the Brunswick State
farm “field day” on Saturday last? -

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
replied: Nil. I take this opportunity of
thanking ibhe residents of the distriet for
their kindness in lending their cars to take
visitors to the farm demonsiration.

QUESTION—DAYLIGHT SAVING.

Mr. VERYARD asked the Premier: I,
Does he propose to bring before the House
a Daylight Saving Bill this sesston? 2, If
not, will he seriously consider the necessiiy
of so doing?

The PREMIER replied: 1, No. 2, The
relafive propertion of day to night in Aus-
tralia heing infinitelv greater than is the
case in England, the question of a Daylight
Baving Bill is not deemed one of urgenecy.

QUESTION—WATER SUPPLY DE-
PARTMENT.

Storm Water.

Mr, MUNSIE asked the Honorary Min-
ister: By what authority are the Water
Supply Department levying the sform water
rate over an extended area this year?

1275

The HONQORARY MIKNISTER replied:
By the authority of Section 6, Subsection
4, and Section 92 of “The Metropolitan
Waler Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act,
19097 The main stormwater drainage sys-
tein of the Metropolis cost £261,000, and its
etfect is to improve the sanitation of the
Metropolis generally. The annunal expenses
of ihis system cannot therefore properly be
imposed on only those landholders whose
properties are in the immediate vieinity of
main drains; and stormwater drainage dis-
tricts under the Act have consequenily been
vonstituted to embrace all lands from which
there 18 a fall into a locality directly served
by a main stermwater drain, The levels dis-
closed by a re-survey last year showed that
an additional area should, under this ar-
rangement, be broughi within the storm-
water drainage distritt, and this was done
under the powers guoted above. The depart- _
ment provide main drains only, and it if
a funetion of the loeal authorities to pro-
vide arterial drains connecfing (herewith.
An extension of the main drain in North
Perth has been avthorised, and will shorily
he put in hand.

QUESTION—PERTH TRAMWAYS,
HAY-STREET WEST SERVICE.

Mr. ALLEN asked the Premier: 1, Is Le
aware that the residents of the South side of
Hay-street, from Harvest-terrace to Wil-
liam-street, West Perth, are withouf a tram
service to the City? 2, Will he take early
steps so lv see that the service, until recently
enjoyed, is restored at the earliest possible
moment ?

The PREMIER replied: 1, Yes, via Hay-
street. 2, Several deputalions and petitions
have been received by the Minister urginy
the retention of hoth lines and the reinstate-
ment of the double service in Hay-sireet.
The Minister having been called to Mel-
bourne, a decision in regard to this bas nec-
essarily to stand over until his return.

SELECT COMMITTEE WHEAT MAR-
KETING BILL.

Report presented.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY bronght up the
report of the select commiltee appointed to
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imguire into Clause 7 of the Wheat Market-
ing Bill. )

Repori received, read, and ordered {o be
printed.

BILL—ENEMY DISABILITY.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL {Hon. R.
T. Robinson—Canning) [3.30]: 1 move—

That leave be given to introduce a Bill
for vaAn det to impoese disabilities on
enemy subjects, and certain naturalised
British subjects, and other persoms, and
for purposes consequent thereon or inci-
dental thereto”

Mr. TNDERWOOD (Pilbara) [3.34]: I
do not desive to offer any factious eppoezition
to the introduction of this Biil, but T want
lo point out that already we have sufficient
rubbish on {he Notice Paper, and the Gov-
ernment should make an end of bringing
down these miserable little Bills, If they
o on working with the heads of depart-
ments, we shall be kept here eternally tinker-
ing with the Aets we have. I trust that the
Government will stop bringing down mea-
sures of this description.

The ATTORNEY GENERAL {Hon. R. T.
Robinson—Canning—in veply) [ 3.35] : There
is no intention of proceeding with the
Bill in the immediate future. The Pre-
mier leaver for the Jastern States at
the end of the week, and by arrange-
ment  with the leader of the Opposi-
tion it was agreed that this measure
should be introduced and read the first time,
so that it might be printed, and the Premier
wounld then be ahle to take it with him to the
Fastern Siates and consult with the Prime
Minister and the other Premiers when meet-
ing lhem In conference. We shall then have
thelr views in regard to the Bill hefore we
proceed with it, and the time of the House
will not be undaly taken up.

Question put and passed.

Rill introduced and read a firsi time.

BILL—ROADS ACT CONTINUATION.
All Stages.

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS (Hon.
W. J. George—>Murray-Wellington) [3.37]

[ASSEMBLY.]

in  moving the seecond reading said:
This Bill is merely a formal measure, the oh-
jeet of it being to enable the present Roads
Act, which expires on the 31st December, to
continue for another 12 months. Unless the
measure is passed we shall bave ue Roads
Act next year. ] move—
That the Bill be now read a second time.
Question put and | assed.
Biill read a second time.

In Commitiee, FElcetera.

Bill passed through Commiitee without de.
bate, reported withowt amendment, and the
report adopted.

Read a third time and transmitied to the
Legislative Council.

BILL—LOAN, £1537,000.
Message.

Message from the Clovernor received and
read recommending the Bill.

First Reading,

Introduced by the Tremier, and read a
first time.

Second Reading.

The PREMIER (Hon. Frank Wilson—
Sussex) [3.40] in moving the second read-
ing sail: T desire to explain that T propose
to follow Lhe procedure adopted in 1912
when T orcupied the position of Treasuarer,
and also that which was followed by my pre-
cdecessor, namely, to move the second reading
of the Bill briefly, and then ask that the
debate be adjourned, and subsequently move
the next moticn on the Notice Paper stand-
ing in my name relating to the Loan Esli-
mates. This procedure has been followed in
the House on previous occasions. It is re-
alised that the Loan Bill and Lean Estimates
are practically inseparable, and that any
remarks on the introduction of the Loan Bill
must of necessity refer to many of the items
on the Loan Estimates and vice versa. The
sehedule of the Loan Bill, which hon. mem-
hers will see on page 3, is the same as is
diselosed in the summary of the general Loan
Estimates on page 31, and the items con-
tained therein are briefly explained, as will
he seen in the ontside column. The Loan Bill
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is the authority to the Treasurer fo raise
money for the works set out in the schedule
of the Loan Estimates. There is one speetal
feature in the Loan Bill to which T ought
to draw special attention, and it is contained
in Clause 7. [t will be noticed that this
provides for the ratifieation of the agreement
which has heen entered into with the (Com-
monwealth Bank to provide an overdraft to
the extent of £250,000. The reason for (his
special acenmmodaiion. as | have previously
explainel to the House. was to enable the
advanee to be piven to the settlers of 4. a
bushel on wheat,  This advance was made
by the ex-Minister for Lands when he vecu-
pied that portfolio and it was over and
above the amount which was granted hy the
wheat pool in Melbourne. It is in addition
to the sum total whieh has been advanced hy
the wheat pool of is. 6d. a boshel and makes
the advance to vur farmers 3s. 10d. a bushel.
Tt was necessary to provide the loeal hoard
with funds to make the advance to the farm-
ers, and I deemed it advisable to enler into
an arrangement with the Commonwealth
Bank. The agreement is nol attached to the
Bill itself. hut a tyjre-written copy las bheen
distributed amongst lion. members, so that
they may see the ferms and eonditions under
which the overdraft was arranged. |t will
nat be neeessary to u<e the full authority
siven, ihat is to sav, we may not find it
necesearv to overdraw {o the full extent of
£250.000, hecanse as we make advances a
certain poriion of thein will come back to
the Treasury by way of railway freights and
vefunds to the Tndustries Assistance Board.
Hon. members will see that it is provided in
tiie Bil that it 15 required to authorise the
Ciovernment to raise an additional £1,537,000,
which will he required Ffor works and the
services of the State (as shown in the first
schednle) and o authorise certain reappro-
priations amounting (o £40.735 as mentioned
in the first and second schedules. Ti is also
te authorise the loan from the Common-

wealth Bank. Referring just briefly to the
zeneral prineirles of the Bill, T wish to re-
mark that at the end -of the vear 1914-15
there was a balance of unraised loan an-
thority to the amount of £2250.376. This
was increased hy £1.245000, being the
amount of the last loan Bill, making a total
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of £3493,376, which sum the then Treasurer
had guthority to borrow.  Against this
total aunthorisation he issued the following
loans: £1,291,669 at 4 1/8th per cent,
heing the balance of the loan of £3,100,000
raized by the Commonwealth; and a sum
of £750,000 at. >, per cent,, which was ad-
vanced by the Commonwealth against loan
raised by the hnperial Government. Then
there was the £140,000 issued in London at
5 per cent., being the purehase of the steamer
“Kangaree,” and there were two smald
amounts of €340650, local 1 per cent. stoek
issued at €07 and suld over the counter, and
£38,080, local Treasury bills. And there
were in addition ¥178,930 of 414 per cent.
Treasury hills handed to-the trusiees ol the
sinking fund in payment of contribution te
that fund, The total issues, therefore, have
keen £2,453.470.  There were, liowever, re:
demptions amounting to £331,225, leaving
the net issues £2,122,154, 7 These items, of
vouree, | need hardly yemind the House, were
relorred to in the delails of the Pilget. -Hy
dedneling this amount from -the previous
total of anthorisations we arvive-at the hal-
ance which was available' £or!- Hlotation on
the 30¢h June last, namely, €1,373,222, That
is the halance anthorised bunt naraised. Al-
though this balance unearly eovers the zross
flutations for ihe current wvear, authority
musl be obtained for the specific works and
undlertakings as enumeruded in the Bill, with-
out. which authority tbe (Government would
nat be justified in proceeding with those
works and undertakings. We have, for in-
slance, n sum of £630,000 required for the
ivgislance of seltlers.  This amount is nr-
wently needed fo continne f]]e assistanee. to
the producers of the State, and without it it
wauld he impossible, in many.cases, for them
iy remain sueces<fully on-thgic holdings. - It
is neeessary to provide this furthier canital
hecau=e of the faet that it is now proposed to
la¥e only one-fifth of the advance made ont
of the xros< proceeds of the settfers” crops
caeh year, instead of taking the whole of
the amounn:, thus svreading the repayvinents
mver five years. Then there is the necessary
wrovision for eompleting’ the” Wyndliam
Freezing Works, a total of €300.000. Tlis
is required for the continmation of the con-
steietion of these workd, which, T am sarry
to think, are going to enst the Sfate very
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mech nore than cur predecessors ever an- -

tivi) ated. | am advised that £134,351 was
dpent last year on this undertaking, and of
conrse much-ngre has been spent since. The
completion of the work, however, mnst be
proceeded with, We cannol afford to hold it
up, and therefore il is necessary to provide
the money. Then provision is made for ex-
pendtiture on railways, harbours and rivers,
and also tor finding the fiirther capital which
it iz proposed shall be provided under the
Trading Concerns Act. It is unnecessary
for me to deal in detail with the (rading
eoncerng, for they will necessarily come up
for review on (he Loan Eslimates; therefore
1 will leave the explanation at that. The
reapproprintions’ deal with balances which
are not required’ at the present time and
which may be made available for other work.
The principal item 45 an* unexpended balance
of £24,500 under the Workers’ Homes Act,
the reason for this heing that it has been
decided fo temporarily suspend operations
under that Act. Furthermore, additional loan
capital is not required’ owing to the repay-
ment of capital. We find there is no great
demand for ihose fomes af the present time.
1 think the ex-Trensurer expressed a similar
wiew last year. Therefore, the provision of
Joan capital is nolb required at the present
Functure.

Mr. Angwin: What are they doing with
the rvepnid capital?

The PREMIFKR: 1t is invested in Trea-
sury hills. The halance has been reappro-
priated to “Public buildings” together with
a small unexpended balance under “State
hotels.”  There iz in the schedule an item
covering the approprintion of an unex-
pended balance of £G,203 on the Norseman-
Esperance-road, for the purpose of roads
and bridges generalty, This, of course, is not
vequired now heeause, if the report of the
Royal Commission is favourable, it will be
a nuestion of pushing on as fast as possible
with (he construetion of the railway.

My, Angwin: You have not provided any
vate for it

The PREMIER: As much as we can at
the present. We can only provide what we
know we are entitled to raise through the
Commonweaith, and what we think we will
he able to get.

~ what moneys we can raise.

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Scaddan: That has nothing to do
with the Estimates at all. 1t is a question
of expenditure. The £1,700 provided means
nothing, -

The PREMIER : It does not represent the
actual expenditure. As long as the ifem is
there we can excess on it, but I must curtail
my Loan Estimates as nearly as possible to
the amount of money I can rajse. It is
governed by that factor. But the works are
zoverned by another faetor also, namely, the
ahsolute impossibility at present of obtain-
ing material.

Mr. Scaddan: You have the material
there. What you have provided would not
be sufficient for wages fo use the material.

The PREMIER: We can discuss that on
the Loan Estimates. I have not the details
of these items, but the hon. member is
aware that if we siart the Esperance rail-
way and have the material, the fact of the
item on the Estimates being insufficient will
not inferfere with the work.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: I thought you never
expended money without the authority of
f*arliament?

The PREMIER: We do not. The hon.
member knows that. As T have said, the
main point [ am concerned about is the
raicing of sufficient loan moneys to carry on,
and of course o enable us to complete the
works at present in course of construction.
We are dependent entirely upon what ar-
rangements we can make with the Federal
(overnment.

Me, Taylor: Are you providing for much
new work in the Loan Bill?

The PREMIER: Very little indeed.

Mr. Taylor: What about the Melbourne-
road erossing over the railway? There is in
the first schedule an item of £50,000.

The PREMIER : 1 should think a smaller
amount would snffice.

My, Scaddan: Is it as important a work
0z feeder roads in the agricultural distriets

The PREMIER: No. However, T do
nol 1hink there is much hope of constructing
the Melbonrne-road bridge this financial
vear. We cannol get the material for work
of that description.” As T have said, my
main eoncern is to get some definite under-
standing with the Federal authorities as te
By the end of
ihe calendar year the Commonwealth, under
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the Financial Agreement, has io find
£2,050,000. Of this sum only £1,100,000 has
been received. We had £750,000 prior to the
30th June and £350,000 paid in July and
Angust in London, leaving a gross balance
of £980,000 to come. But as we are now close
up o the 31st December, I have grave doubts
us to whether this amount will be paid within
the finanecial year. For the year ending 31st
December, 1917, the Commonwealth also has
to raise £7,450,000 for all the States, ex-
cluding New South Wales. Of this sum
Western Awustralia should receive £1,500,000
and that is what I have chiefly based the
Loan Bill and the loan Estimates upon. To
keep the works going to the 30th June next
we shall require a further £1,500,000 from
the Cotnmonwealth. this amount being in
addition (o the sum already received sinee
the 30th June last. Tn view of the State's
finanecial posilien and lhe uncertainty in re-
gard to futore supplies, it is essential that
only the most urgent and necessary works
should he proceeded with. I have heen ob-
liged, therefore, to verv considerably reduce
the Estimates of loan expenditure submitted
by the varions departments, which showed
something like two and a half  million
pounds. We had to eut them down.

Mr. Taylor: Tt would have been wise had
you cut down your Revenue Lstimates also.

The PREMIER: Tn that case we would
have a black Wednesday. To cut down the
Revenne Estimates by even a preportion of
this would have meant the toial salaries paid
te public servants being obliterated. We
have endeavoured to reduce the amounts as
far as we reasonably could, and we have re-
duced the estimated cxpenditure on new
works aceordingly—works whieh, of course,
the Government will be compelled to provide
sooner or laler. For the present we must
exclnde them in order to keep within our
reasonable expectations. My desire is merely
to place the Loan Bill hefore the House, to-
gether with the Fstimates, so that hon. mem-
bers may have full pariiculars of what the
Appropriation  Bill  will be, when it is
brought down, as I hope it will be before the
end of this week, 1 move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Seaddan, debate ad-
journed.
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LOAN ESTIMATES, 1916-17.
Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
Loan Estimates, 1916-17.

In Committee of Supply.

The House resolved into Commitiee of
Supply for the purpose of considering the
Loan Estimates, Mr. Holman in the Chair.

Vote—Departmental, £66,077:

The PREMIER AND TREASURER
(Hon. Frank Wilson—Sussex) [44]: Tu
submitting the Loan Istimates, 1 shall not
delay the Committee unduly, as 1 purpose
leaving any detailed explanalion of the items
Lo my colleagues in the later stages. [ shall
briefly refer to the principal works, and
leave my colleagues to give such informa-
fion as may be required by hon. members
when the various departments are reached.
On page 2 of the Loan Estimates, which
have been cireulated, hon. members will
notice a summary of last year's votes and
expenditure, together with the estimated ex-
penditure for the present year. The sum-
mary is drawn up in the usaal style. It
showed that the vote of last year amounted
to £2,103,881, while the expendilure was
only £15846143, showing a difference of
£519,248.  The shortage in actual expendi-
ture as eompared with the vote is explained
by the faet that instructions were, neces-
sarily, given to curtail expenditure wherever
possible, owing to the difficulty of raising
the ncecessary money. That diffieulty, as T
said when introduocing lhe Loan Bill, consists
of eourse in the impaossibility, almost, of ob-
taining requisite supplies of material, nwing
to the war. The main differences, it will he
noticed, are in the expendilure on railwayvs
and tramways £261,000, harbours and rivers
£57.000, and water supply £186,000. The
total expenditure for this vear is estimated
to bhe £1,633,413, inclusive of two small re-
coups to loan suspense account, as shown in
the summary. I wish to draw the attention
of hon. members to the fact that the in-
erease in expenditare for this year, as enm-
pared with last vear, s due mainly to De-
velopment of Agriculture; or I may say
the inecrease is due exclusivelv to the larger
amount to be provided for assistance to
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settlers through the Indusfries Assistance
Board, ihe provision made on these Loau
Estimates being £350,000 as against £200,000
last year. The reason for the increase, as
also for the total vote of £350,000, is as I
have already outlined.

Mr. Scaddan: What about the moneys
coming back from the Industries Assistance
Board?

The PREMIER : The board use those also.
The amount here provided is additional,
Under the provisions of the Indusiries As-
sislance Aect the whole of the advances made
last year and in the previous year were con-
stituled a first charge on the proceeds of
the erop. That is to say, the Government
were paid in priority to other creditors;
and, as the board are empowered to utilise
over and over again moneys repaid to them,
or, in other words, to reappropriate the ad-
vanees, they had money to go on with. The
Industries Assistance Act Amendment Bill
now before Parliament proposes to spread
repayments of advanees over five years, and
to take one-fifth of the tolal advance made
out of the proceeds of the coming harvest.
Consequently, we have to provide additional
capital to finance under the altered circum-
stances, which of course are in the interests
of the settlers.

Mr. Scaddan: Not at all.

The PREMIER : The hon. genileman may
hold a different opinion. T should think it
is of great advaniage to the settlers to have
the repayments spread over five years; and
even a great advantage to the people with
whom the seitlers deal, who otherwise do
not get paid, the money not being circulaied.

Mr., Seaddan: That is nonsense. Those
people got paid.  I'he money, as you have
admiiied, is used over and over again.

The PREMIER : Hon. members will sece,
vn pages 3 lo 3, thal the partieulars of the
different works under the various depart-
ments correspond with the totals which 1
have just given to the Committee. Turning
to pages 6 to 29, hon. members will nolice
that column 1 shows the total loan authorisa-
tions.  The next column shows the unex-
pended balances of loan authorisations, in-
cluding the new Bill just introduced.
Column 3 gives the estimaled expenditure
for the present financial vear, and column 4
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the esiimated unexpended balance of author-
isalions at the end of the year as sei forth.
The general remarks jn the last iwo columns,

as hon. members will see, refer to the pro-
gress which the departments set down as
having been made during the previous finan-
cial year, and to the progress the departments
consider may be expected during the curreut
finaneial year. The summary on page 31
aftords a bird’s-eye view of the whole posi-
tion, and gives, I think, the fullest informa-
tion, with the exception of a column which
I used to bave, but which has not been pro-
vided, showing the total expenditure re-
quired for the complelion of all the
works. The summary eonlains, bhowever,
the totals, set out in separate eclumns,
whick 1 previously mentioned. Column
3 shows that the unexpended balomce of
authorisation to the 30th June, 1916, is
£2,949,173. Golumn 10 shows the new
authorisation sounght under the Loan Bill,
a total of £1,485480, plus discounls and
flotalion expenses £51,520. This makes a
total of £4,434,653, and is to provide for
the expenditure as set out in eolumns 4 and
5, namely, for the present financial year
ending on 30th June, 1917, £1,653,413, and
the estimated expenditure to earry us on
for the nine months after the close of the
current financial year, that is to the 3lst
Mareh, 1918 as shown in column 6, amount-
ing lo £1,613,923. The total is £3,267,336.
This leaves £1,167,317, the estimated unex-
pended balance as at the 31st March, 1918,
shown in eclumn 7. The return showing
the loan expenditure during the past four
months, up to the 31lat Oectober last, which
I have had distributed with these Estimates.
is for the information of hor. members. It
will be seen that the tatal expenditure for
those fonr months is nearly £300,000, or at
the rate of £900,000 in round figures, per
annum. Of course, I admit at once that the
expenditure for the first four months of any
financial year is no criterion as to the rate
of expenditure during the balance of the
year. It will be noticed, however, that there
are several items which I bhave included in
the T.oan Estimates that have not been
operated on during the past four months.
For instance, the Industries Assistance
Roard during the four months in question
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was not provided with additional capital.
Then there is an amount of £114,000 pro-
vided for additivual working eapital for
State enterprises. That is a_new item en-
tirely, and has not yet heen operaled on.
Both these items must be added to the
£000,000 in order to get an approximate
idea of the eslimate of expenditure for the
last four months. I will now mention the
principal items on these Loan Estimates
demanding consideralion. There is Addi-
tions and Tmprovements to Opened Rail-
ways £80,000, being the amount set down
for expenditure during the current financial
vear. The expenditure on this item for the
last financial year was £76,159, against the
expenditure I have just mentioned for the
present year, or an increase of about
£13,800. The greater portion of the amount
is required to meet works in land which
were not carried out in the previous year.
Hon. members have the report of the Com-
missioner of Railways, and it deals prefty
fully with these works, Then provision is
made for the completion of the Bolgart ex-
tension £16.000, tlie Kukerin-Lake Grace
line £12,000, and the Wagin-Bowelling line
£35,000, The following provision has been
inade for works in. progress. Tor the Es-
perance northwards line the sum of £5,000
has heen set apart. This money is required,
as has heen justly pointed out, to cover the
liabilities incurred to date. The continu-
ance of the line from Norseman dcpends to
some extent on the report of the Royal Com-
mission which will be in the hands of Par-
liament, 1 hope, before we adjourn the ses-
sion. The Wyalcatchem-Mt. Marshall line
las set down for it an expenditure of
£17,000, and the Wickepin-Merredin line
£4.000, Of the new works proposed, on the
Busselton-Margaret River area it is pro-
posed to spend the sum of £3,000. It is to
be hoped that we shall be able to make a
commencement of the work of construcling
the line, but I have very grave doubts on the
point owing (o the impossibility of getting
rails and fastenings.

Mr. Angwin: Have you been able to fix
up another order for rails and fastenings?

The PREM1ER: [ cannot say off band.
I did want to have the Margaret River rail-
way completed as quiekly as possible in con-
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nection with the repatriation scheme for re-
turned soldiers.

Mr. Angwin: And connecting the other
one, which is useless now.

The PREMIER :; There is a huge area of
lund down there which is admirably suited
for closer setilement. T do hope that when we
get our seheme in full operation. which T
trust will be shortly, we shall be able to open
up these lands by means of a railway, and
have them more closely settled. The Kon-
dinin-Merredin exlension to Emu Hills has
against it an estimaied expenditure of
£5,008. It is intended to make a commence-
ment with the line as far as the 23-Mile. The
sum of £3,000 is set down for the Nyabing-
Pingrup line. We are working up to letting
a contract for the line fowards the end of
the vear, and hope to see the work started
shortly. This again hinges on the queslion
of the supply of material being available.
The Minister for Works has just given me
the last quotafion for rails of £40 a ton at
the works, but says that delivery is abso-
tutely uneertain.

Mr. Collier; Tt is a waste of money to go
on with railwry consiruction under these
condilions if we can aveid doing so.

The PREMIER: Undouhbtedly. There is
an item which we lave to provide for,
namely, .the purchase amouni of the Mar-
garet River-Flinders Bay line, which has
already been agreed upon. For this a sum of
£31,958 1s set down. The agreement to pur-
chase for £31,00¢ was before the House last
vear, and the balance is required for con-
tingencies.

Mr. Taylor: Are you making provision
for that payment?

The PREMIER: Provision is made. Pro-
vision is also made for rails and fastenings
under works and railways, a total expendi-
ture of £38,000. It is doubtful whether fhis
amount will be expended, unless we can get
more favourable quotations and a more defi-
nite undertaking as to delivery. The present
price is about 30 per cenl. ahove the price
paid hefore the war.

Mr. Angwin: It is nearly 100 per cent.

The PREMIER: About that. The coal
strike in the Eastern States has also influ-
enced the question of State requiremenls for
our railways to a certain extent. For roll-
ing slock the sum of £38,000 is set down.
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This estimate is in excess of the expenditure
for last year by £15,000. The reason for the
vxcess is the non-provision of requirements
for last year in regard to additional rolling
stock, which is urgently needed at the pre-
sent time. I do not know whether we shall
be able to provide very much of this, hui 1
hope we shall. We have our workshops if we
can only get the under-gear. 1 believe
there is some chance of geiting malerial
from America, namely, wheels and axles and
iron work of that deseription. Water supply
on new lines shows an estimated expenditure
of £20,000, heing an excess of £12,000 over
last year’s expenditure. This is to provide
for water supply on new lines and the neces-
sity for some new dams 1o meet Ehe require-
wents of the Railway Department. We shall
have fo expend that money at any rate. For
Perth tramways an amount of £42,000 1s
set down. This item covers £27,000 for
certain commitments and there is £10,000
put down for new tram cars and other work
of that description. On harbours and rivers
it is estimated we shall expend £136,000 as
against £100,056 last year. The prineipal
items of expenditure are Bunbury harbour
works £35,000, whieh is required to earry
on the works now in progress and to cover
certain preiiminary work in connection with
certain wharfage accommodation. . In con-
nection with the North-West there is an
item of £1,500 to complete work in progress
on the Carnarvon harbour works, and
£30,000 is required in connection with the
Fremantle harbour works to earry on works
in course of construction. The sum of
£20,000 is provided for the Geraldion har-
bour works improvements. It is required to
complete the viaduet now in course of con-
struetion. -

Mr. Heitmann: 1If yow do not hurry up,
hy the time il is ecompleied you will require
to start again.

The PREMIER: There is a litile item of
£3.000 to give better facilities at Busselion
by way of mereasing the head of the jetty.
The head is very short.

Mr. Seaddan: Why de you not get a port

to spend this money on?
* The PREMIER: It is a port. 1 have seen
ships loading at that jetty a mile out when
one could not get loading in the Bunbury
harbour.
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Mr. Seaddan: That port is silling up at
sneh a rate that it is absurd to extend the
jelty. Why do you not go somewhere to a
port which is not silting up?

The PREMIER: It is all rvight. The hon.
member need not excite himself, This money
is well expended as the jetty is there and
it cannot he carried away.

Mr. Seaddan: Everyone knows it is there.
How much has 1he harbour silted up in the
last 40 years?

The PREMIER: XNot at all.

Mr. Seaddan: J am tfold that it has silted
up 150 yards.

The PREMIER: 1t is developing into a
magnificent port and continuous shipping
woes on there even during these hard {imes
witl timber. Work bas been going on there
almost continuously.

Mr. Taylor: Has it not been established
as a faet that it 18 silting up faster than the
Bunbury harbour?

The PREMIER: No. There is a small
item here of £20,000 to provide for a jetty
at Wyndhain. That commitment is in eon-
neclion with the freezing works. A sum of
£146,050 is provided for water supply and
sewernge, heing slightly under the actual ex-
pendituve of this year, But it is required fo
2o on with works in progress and fto meet
the ecommitments of the departmenl. There is
a small item in connection with the develop-
ment of the goldfelds and mineral resources
of the State. The estimated expendilure un-
der this head is neeessary to cover ordinary
requirentenls in eonnection wilh the develop-
ment of the mining industry. The principal
item in last year's expendilure—the Stale
smelters at Ravensthorpe, tolalling £78,966
—nhas been deleted this year beecause pro-
vision was made by the Mines Department
lo re-appropriate the proceeds from lasi
vear's sale of ore under “Government Pro-
perty Sales Fund.” Ample provision is made
in the ordinary Estimates for that purpose.
Under the heading of agrieulture the sum of
£652,5330 is provided.

Mr. Taylor: That is a very small amount
for agrieulture.

The PREMIER: It is all right.

Mr, Seaddan: What is the tolal against
agrienliure under loans outslanding? What
is the amount that has been actually loaned
and which should be repaid to capital?
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The PREMIER:
Assistance Board?

Mr. Seaddan: In all cases.

The PREMIER: The hon. member will
have to give me notice of that question. I
would be glad to supply the information.
Does he mean the total amount of expendi-
ture under development of agricullure since
the ineeption?

Mr. Seaddan: Nu, the total expenditure
under loan for agrieulture in conneciion
wilh loans to farmers which will be repaid.

The PREMIER: 1 shall be glad te give
the information. [ cannct guarantee that
(hese amounts will he repaid.

Mr. Angwin: We do not expect that.

The PREMIER: There is a sum of
£652,550 under this head, the prineipal item
being cold slorage, freezing, chilling, and
ecanning works at Wyndham. The estimated
expenditure in counection with the Agrieul-
tural Bank is slightly under the actual ex-
penditure Jasi vear. This is due to the de-
crease penerallv in the operations of the
bank consequent upon the war and the neces-
sity for curtailing the expendilure due to the
financial position. The expenditure of the
Agricultural Bank averaged £120,000 per
annum for the first four months of this year.
In conneclion with roads and bridges and
pnblic buildings, the estimated expenditure
has been reduced eonsiderably so as (o lkeep
it within the limits of the finances. Alihough
£10,000 has been set down agninst the Fre-
mantle road and railway bridge T doubt very
mueh whetlier this money will be expended
during the present financial year. Certain
expendifure has been incurred in conneclion
with the lests that were made for the new
bridge, during the latter part of last year.

Mr. Scaddan: If you do not spend it
there vou will have to spend it on the old
bridge and it is the same thing.

The PREMIER: I suppose so. The tests
are not commpleted vet in regard to the new
hridwe. Certain expenditure bas been in-
curred in conneelion with the tests made
duving the latler part of last year. The
last ilem under the heading of *“Other Un-
dertakinzs” is working capital for the trad-
g concerns.

Mr. Beaddan: What about the roads and
bridges in the country and goldfields dis-
triets, £2,5007

Under the Indusiries
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The PREMIER: The hon. member has
that. Seven thousand pounds is to be ex-
pended.

Mr. Seaddan: No, £2.500. There are lia-
bililies already ineurred amounting to £4,499.

The PREMIER: On Schedule 31 the
hon. member will find that the expenditure
for 1916-17 is £31,000.

Mr. Scaddan: There is only an amount
of €2,300 for expenditure this year.

The PREMIER: It is the balanece of
authority that the Minister has lv 1ssue, that
ig what that means.

Mr. Taylor: You have read (hat inte it.

The PREMIER: Tt is that. Tnder the
Audit Act, Seetion 306, that is the balance
ot the authority which individual Ministers
may issne.

Mr. Seaddan: That is the liability on the
works which are not complefed.

The PREMIER: It is the balance of the
authority. If as Minister for Works I have
given authorily to expend £20,000 and
£10,000 only bas been expended, there is
still £10,000 of the liability under that sec-
tion of the Audit Act which has not been
expended. The full £7,000 is lo be expended.

Mr. Taylor: 1 doubt it very much.

The PREMIER: | cannot help it. At
the 30th June last that money was not ex-
pended. The Ministers had merely author-
ised the work. The only other item neces-
sary for me to mention at this stage is that
of “Qiher undertakings,” including a eapi-
tal of £11.,100 for the trading concerns.
This is in order to enable Lhe irading con-
cerns to be carried on in aceordance witl
the schedule of the Trading Concerns Bill
now before Parliament. This is, briefly, the
explanalion of these Loan Estimates, and [
move the first ilem.

The Speaker resumed the Chair.

Progress reported.

ANNTUAL ESTIMATES 1916-17.
In Commitlee of Supply.

Debate resumed from the previous day on
the Treasurer’s financial statement and on
the Anpnal Estimates; Mr. Holman in the
Chair.
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T.ands and Surveys Department (Minister,
Hon. H. B, Lefroy).

Vole—Lands and Surveys, £44,587 1

The MINTSTER FOR LANDS [4.35]):
As it is the desire of the Commiitee to as-
sist the Government in passing the Esti-
mates this week, it is not my intention to
delay the proceedings by any lengthy dis-
course as fo the administration of the
T.ands Department. Indeed, possibly, T
could not tell hon. memhers anything they
do not know themselves.

Mr. Seaddan: If we said that, you wonld
make a noise about it.

The MINISTER. FOR LANDS: The
Lands Department is of great imporiance
and ils ramifiealions extend throughout the
lengily and breadth of the State. During
the past 12 months the object of the depart-
ment has been to ecuriail expenditure as
far as possible. T have noticed that my pre-
decessor in office was as anxious as I am
1o see that no nnnecessary expenditure was
incurred. It speaks for the economy ef-
fected when I remind hon. members that n
this enormouns department we propose this
vear to expend only £4.587. T have been
able, by eareful pruning, to deerease the
Estimates for the current year. My pre-
decessor was able to decrease those of last
vear from the amount which was voled for
expenditure by Parliament.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: A very consider-
able reduetion.

The MINISTER FOR LAXNDS: Lt was;
indeed so much so that the Lands Depart-
ment has now bheen eut down, T think, to
hedrock. When one comes to consider that
this department is bringing in something
like £300,000 per annum, it is seen that the
expenditure of £4,587 in administering a
department of this nature is not ioo great.
I recogmise Lhat the most important subject
for us to consider 15 the development of
the land in this State. What the State re-
quires is population, and the only satis-
factory way to gel people into the couniry
12 to place them on the land. T do not be-
lieve in inducing people to come in and
compete in the ordinary industrial life of

the State. 1 think it wiser to bring in
people who will settle on the land. Any
Government, in inlroducing immigrants,

should endeavour to secare only that elass
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which is suitable to go on the land. Of
course, it i3 sometimes difficult to obtain
such people, and I recognise that very great
care has o be exercised in their selection.
Still, I am firmly of the belief that the
people we require are those that will make
sturdy settlers in the agricultural areas.
We have much to do in the way of develop-
ment. During the last few years our selflers
have not been very fortunate. Two years
ago they were suffering from drought. Their
then condition brought into existenee the
Industries Assistance Board, which has cost
the Stale a great deal of expense and I be-
lieve considerable heart burning. Not only
did we have a drought (wo years ago, but
last vear, when the farmers had the cup to
their lips, it was dashed away by the intro-
duction of disease into their erops. We have
had since 1911 three of the worst years for
the producer that | have ever known in
my long experience. 1 fully sympathise
willl the late Government in ihe troubles
and anxieties they must have experienced
on that account. When, in a country like
this, we get a good season, the Govern-
ment are free from anxiety, but when the
producers of the country begin to suffer, the
Giovernment must have a hard row to hoe. I
wish lo he perfectly frank and to say that 1
sympathise entirely with {he late Govern-
ment in their troubles and anxieties of the
last two vears. Al the present time, I am
happy to say, at any rate the outlook is
good. We lhave throughont our farming
districls as rood an average of crops as we
are ever likely to have and, moreover, owing
to climatie eondilions, the wheal is filling out
well and we are going lo have a good grain
rattling through the harvesters instead of
ithe wretehed stuff we had last year. Bags
this vear will weigh well. We will not have
three bushel hags turning the scale at 130
Ihs., bur instead they will go 180 and 190
Ibs. That is a good outlook, and as Minister
for l.ands and Agricullure naturally I find
it very gratifying lo know that T will be re-
lieved from anxiety on this score during the
coming year. There is much we can do fo
assist the farmers on the land, but at the
same time 1 believe the best assistance a
man can el is that from his own hands and
hrain. The State should go lo a certain
point in assisting him, but no fariher. I
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am of opinion that the conditions of going
on the land should be made as easy as pos-
sihle and that the Government should see
ibat the improvement conditions are pro-
perly effected. The settler should bave the
land as cheaply as possible, and if he car-
ries out the improvement conditions, be is
pot ouly doing well for himself but ke is a
benefactor to the State. The State of West-
ern Australia embraces a very large areun,
and T well know thai there are many people
who are inelined to decry the value of our
lands. Bat if the good areas in Western
Austraba could be taken and put fo-
gether, we would have a very good
State in a small compass. If that were pos-
sible, inslead of having to administer a
yreat streteh of country at considerable ex-
pense, it would be possible for us to carry
on the government of the country easier aned
probably better. My attention will he given
to an endeavour to develop the South-West-
ern portion of this State as far as possible.
I realise that in the South-West we have
the best country for dairying purposes and
closer settlement.

Mr. Thomas: You have not made any pro-
vision for that developmment, have vou?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I have
my own opinions and ideals, and one of my
ideals is {0 see Western Australia developed,
and seeing that this vast area of good land
mostly belongs to the State, I consider it
lhehoves the Siate Lo see that these lands are
settled. The Government should take on the
question of the development of this land in
ibe same way as any private eompany would
do who owned the land. I have held the
opinion that if we are to properly people
the lands of this State, the Government, as
the owners of the land, would do weli to
clear portions of given areas before people
are sent to settle on them.

Mr. Scaddan: That is clearing in advance
of seitlement.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes, in
advance of selflers, thereby putting people
in the way of obtaining some ready money
straight away.

Mr. Thomas:
scheme prepared?

The MINISTER FOR LAXDS: T had a
scheme in my mind 20 years ago, and T re-
gret exceedingly that nothing of ihe sort has

Why have you not some
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been carried out between then and now.
1 think, moreover, that il would be wise if
people brought out from the Old Country
were put fo work on the land before starting
on lheig own holdings. A man in the OM
Country, even if he be a farmer there,
knows nothing about the conditions in Aus-
{ralia. In mwany instances, be does not even
know bow to use an axe properly. He has
Lad o .training. 7The Government sbould
choose country suitable for settlement, tak-
ing 10,000 or 20,000 acres, and make a start
on il, Those lands could be cut up into
blocks of 500 or 1,000 acres and equipped
with the hesi machinery and the whole
scheme placed under the control of a prae-
tical man, not of somevne who knows no-
thing abont the work. We would then be
able to say to these immigrants, “There is
the land, and as socn as you have got seltled
down in tbe eountry and have had lime to
look around, you will be able to get employ-
ment from the settlers, or if you have the
means to do so, vou will be able to settie on
your own land.” A scheme of that sort
would be an excellent means of developing
the undeveloped lands of this country; but
it is a scheme which requires thinking out

“well and requires to be carried out in such

a way that when the land is cleared it will
not be allowed to relurn to its virgin state.
A zreat drawback the seftler in Western
dusiralia has had to contend against is that
in many cases he has been dumped on the
land 40 or 50 miles away from ecommuniea-
tion of any sort and there has had to work
out his own salvation. He has had to eon-
vey evervthing he wanted for use on the land
over impassahle tracks, and by the time that
unfortunate man has got a railway within
sight lis heart is necarly broken. I am
strongly in favour of railways going in ad-
vance of sclilement.

Mr. Scaddan: You are too late.

The JMINISTER FOR LANDS: That
wus always my opinion. The officers of the
Government should be in a position of know-
ing what land is suitable for settlement and
what is not. The Government should then
be able to say, “There is land whieh we will
guarantee is suitable for settlement,”” and
a railway conid be put inlo it, That land
could then be seitled much more economie-
ally than has been possible in the past, and
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people wounld have a better chance of get-
ting settled on the land, and of leading more
prosperous and happier lives. Those are
my ideas generally in regard to land settle-
ment, We have more particularlyto deal
to-day wilh the questior of the Land and
Agricultural Departments estimates. Natur-
ally, the work of the departments has not
been as great as it was a few years ago.
The eslimates of the Lands Department
have deereased by 50 per cent. during the
last five or six years, The expenditure of
the Lands Department a few years ago, 1
hulieve, was above £100,000 per annum,

Mr. W. D. Johnson: In 1910 it exceeded
that sum.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: We have
now got the expenditure down to £44,000 a
year, In thgose days when the expenditnre
of the Lands Department was £100,000 a
year doubtless the eountry got value for it,
and if the expendilure of the department to-
day were £100,000 and we were gelting
vajve it wonld be a good thing for Western
Ausiralia, Still, T have faith in this conn-
{ry and fnith in the development of the
wheat area. Wherever you find prosperous
farmers you find that they are men who own
a few sheep. The men with sheep are driv-
ing iheir motor cars while the men without
sheep are poor all their lives. The farmers
of 1his State are beset by many difficulties,
and T am afraid that in many instances peo-
ple liave been induced to go on the land in
Wesiern Australia who have nol been at all
suitable for the life.

Mr. Foley: You must admit that the mem-
ber for Northam (Mr. Mifehell) when Min-
ister for Lands went to the goldiictds and
told the people they did not want money 1o

- ecttle on the land with,

AMr Seaddan: He wrote a book on how to

hegin withont capital.

The MINTSTER TFOR LAND:#: My
opinion regarding land settlemeni is that
von want fto get the man when le is
voung and allow him to grow up on the
land. He will then be a happy man, but
if vou take men whose habits have been
formed they will never be happy on the
land, nor will they be suceessful farmers.
Of couse there are exceptions to that rule.

Mr. Scaddan: What you really want lo
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do is to mduee young mmen to marry coun-
try givls instead of City girls. It is the
wives who will not go info the country.

The MINISTER IOR LANDS: One
of the objectives of the Lands Depart-
ment will nafurally be the settlemeni of
the lands in the country. We have nof
only our great wheat, orchard, and other
ngrienitural areas, but we bave also exten-
sive pastoral aveas in Western Australia.
[ held that encouragemeut should be given
to the seltlers in the pastoral areas, and
I am determined, if I remain in my pre-
sent position, that the pastoralists shall be
given security of lenure. That is some-
thing whieh I am determined shall be
brought about at an early date. Every
part of Western Australia must bhe treated
alike. I nofice that the late Government
had talken up this wmatter most seri-
ously. They recognised this question
was one which had to be tackled. We all
realise, however, that it will require
a considerable amount of consideration. To
classify the pastoral leases of this country
would take wears, and then could not he
properly done, but though there may be
diffienlties in the way, that is no reason why
we should not make the attempt. I shall
endeavour, with the assistance of this Honse,
to have this mafter placed on a better basis
in the near future. T am satisfied Parlia-
ment is desirons of seeing that these pioneer
settlers of Western Australia, the men who
developed this country in the firsi instance,
shall receive every possible consideration and
help. Tt is true some people are inclined
to look on pastoralists as people continnally
riding about in motor-cars and with a con-
siderable ameunt of money at their disposal.
But most of these men have led hard lives
for years, some for as many as 30 years
have lived ent off from the world, away from
civilisation, and if they are now in comfort
and in a better position than perhaps some
of their fellows, all T can say is that they
deserve it. I think we owe a great deal to
the pastoralists in Anstralia. If it were not
for ihose pastoralists who settled the pas-
toral areas of Australia in the early days.
Anustralia wounld never have been held for the
Empire. 1 am confident of thai. Those pion-
eers who went out and settled the pastoral
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areas of Australia first and thereby induced
others to follow have brought after them
other industries, such as mining and so forth,
and had lhat not been done Australia, 1
vepeat, would not to-day beleng to Great
Britain, but to some other nation. 1 am
sure that this House, when the matter is
taken into serious consideration, will see
fair play dealt out to the settlers as to
evervone else in Weslern Australia, and
that the pastoral leascholders in Western
Australia are ireated with due consideration
and fairness. One could enthuse on the
question of settlement for hours, but it is
not my intention to detain the Commiilee.
We are anxious to gel on with the Estimates
and I shall be in a position to give hon.
members all the information they may de-
sire. We have every faith in this eountry
of ours and it is the people who have io
make it prosperous and not the Government.
When T oo through the couniry and see men
opening it np 1 realise that these people are
doing things. Tt is to them that the coun-
fry owes a great deal, and it is to them also
that every consideration should be given by
the Government and the Parliament of the
eonnfry.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford) [5.2]:
1 agree with the Minister for Lands that
one cannot bhecome very enllnsiastie in re-
card to land settlement as things are in
Western Australia at the present time, T
appreciate the Minister’s reference to the
difficulties of the past two vears during the
droueht time, and we can extend our svm-
pathy to the farmers who have been hattline
through. Tt is true ihat under those eircinm-
stances the Governmeni have a diflienlt task
in front of them, but the settlers have an
even more difficult one to face. So far as
my judgment goes T do not think it is wise
on the part of Ihe State at the present time
{o go inlo the question of land settlement lo
any greal exteni. What I refer fo more
partievlarly is the employment of surveyors
in go out surveying new country. We should
realise that we already have sufficient coun-
trv surveved and we shonld devete our at-
tention to seeing that that is settled hefore
we think of opeming up other areas. We
must recognise thai we have done a consid-
erable amount of railway construction dur-
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ing the past four or five years. As a matier
of fact, the major portien of the loan ex-
penditure on the part of the previous Gov-
ernment went in the direction of railway
construetion, anid the finaneial difficulties
of to-day to a considerable extent are due
to the fact that Lhese railways which were
constructed at an enormous rate have not
proved reproductive on account of the had
seasons which have heen experienced. We
have to admit. however, that whilst we con-
strocted a considerable number of railways
there are at the present time cluse to other
railways large areas of land which are un-
settled, and while they may have been se-
lecled hey, remain unimproved. I appeal to
the Minister fur Lands not to pay too much
heed to the inflaence which is always brought
to bear on the Lands Department to go vut
looking for new arveas and survey and de-
velop thém. The Minister wants to put
down his foot on that sort of thine, and
he should make up his mind that during
the next few wears he will turn his aften-
tion to the Agricultural Bank and the In-
dustries  Assistanee DBoard. and  throueh
these institutinons give those already on the
land betler assistance, and endeavour to
bring  about the settlement of the lands
which are within earling distance of exist-
g rallway lines. 1f he does this there
will be no need to extend for the next few
vears the railway construction policy which
has heen going on for some time pasi. T
do not want to eonvey the impression that
T am opposed to the construetion of some
of the lines which are referred to in the
Lawds Department Estimates. There are one
or two which should be construeted becanse
in these eases settlers were promised these
railways when they first took up the land.
Apart from the one or iwo instances of ithat
deseription T think we ean say that so far
as railway construetion to assist agricul-
tural settlement is concerned, we can rest on
our onrs for a few vears to come. 1t is true
that the work of the Lands Department has
fallen off considerably during the past few
vears. hut T agree that we have eut down
the cost of the adminisiration of the de-
partment to the very hone.

Mr. Angwin: You have not done any-
thing; you have the same staff there,
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Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: The Minister for
Lands was good enough to exploit that be-
tief to-night. The year before lasi the cost
of administering the Lands Department
was £62,000. That was cut down last year
to £50,276, and the actual expenditure on
administration was £45000. The Minister
is now asking for a vote of £44,000 which
will work out practically the same as last
vear, [ agree with him that there is no
roomn for further economies in the Lands
Department. The pruning knife was applied
g0 consistently that the Under Secretary
protested against the department being
singled out for speciel attack. In regard to
the question of land settlement ard the need
to devote one’s attention to the selilement
of the lands along existing railways, I
would like the Minister to go into the ques-
tion and see whether a number of reserves
alongside existing railways cannot be thrown
open for selection. We have had a system
in the past that whenever it was anlieipated
that a railway would be constructed the
Lands Department reserved a number of

+ 1,600-acre blocks in the expectation of those
blocks bheing required. After the conslruc-
tion of the line, however, when it was foun-
that those blocks were not required, they
still remained reserved. T can speak with
some experience of the Bruce Rock district,
and T know that there are many 1,000-acre
hlocks which are still reserved. The railways
are finished and the land ecannot bhe re-
quired for railway purposes. Tt certainly
is not required for travelling stock heeause
we have the ordinary reserves on which
water supplies are provided. Therefore,
those hlocks might he made available for
seltlement speedily so that we might get
more revenue for the railways already con-
structed. T would also like to draw the
Minister's speeial atiention to the repur-
chased estates, T am not asking the Minis-
ter to do things that were neglected by my-

self while T was Minister for Lands berause -

eertain progress has heen made. The Minis-
ter should try and continue that with a
view of gelling those estates used for the
purposes for whieh they were repurchased.
The Avondale estate is one which has: been
held by the State for a number of years
That estate is svitabhle for closer setflement,
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there is no doubt about the fact
has been overcapitalised. By
the estate we stop the pro-
wress of the distriet where it is sifu-
ated, and at the same time we are
paving interest on the purchase money. It
is of no use calenlating that within a
reasonable time land valnes will so inereasze
as to make this a commercial proposition
at the price which is now being asked. 1
suggest lhat a considerable portion of the
capital cost be written off. The whole of
that estale, however, is not a white elephant.
A portion of it is being farmed by Mr. Rob-
inson of the Lands Department on behalf
of the State, but we are not gelfing that
return from the estate which we would get
it it were seltled by five or six different
farmers, and if the land were not over capi-
talised.
- Mr. Buicher: Is it not true that your own
aperations have paid interest on the money
expentted during the time you have had it?

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: I believe it did
pay interest but only on the portions culfi-
vated. I am prepared to admit that Mr.
Robinson has had fairly good returns from
the estate but we are not getting for Western
Australia the return whieh should come
from the whole of the property.

Mr. Buatcher: 1t is too heavily eapitalised,

Mr. W. . JOHNSOX: The only way
io get the estate wsed for the purpose for
which it was puarchased is by wriling oft
same of the capital ecost.

Mr. Harrison: Did you ever consider that
estate from the point of view of dairying?

Mr, W. D. JOHNSON: Not so far as 1
know. There are other estates in the Ger-
aldton district to which the question of over
capitalisation also applies, but T understand
that a Bill is being introduced to deal with
those. and when i is inirodueed the Minister
will outline the Government’s poliev. We
cannot get away from the fact that the re-
purchased estates should be more closely set-
tled than is the case to-day. The Yanda-
nooka estafe was purchased and was made
available at a reasonable price. That can
be selected at the price originally fixed and
farmers could make "a suecess there, but
unfortunately after the estate was repur-
chased we struck bad seasons and then there
followed the war with the resnlt that we

bt
that it
holding
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have not bad the appueations for land whieh
we expected fo receive. Nevertheless, we
should make every effort to secure setilers
for that estate so that farming methods
different from those employed there at ihe
present lime might be carried on. Like Mr.
Robinson at Avondale Mr., Lee Steere, the
manage at Yaodanoo:a has been working
that estate very successtully. I desire to
emphasise again the necessiiy for divert-
ing attention from the extension of land
seltlement towards assistance in the develop-
ment of the land which is alreadyv settled.
During the past few years the farmers have
had unforlunate experiences, and in some
districts they bhave lived under almost im-
possible conditions. If only we stop land
seltlement. we shall he able to devote money
to the farmers now engaged in developing
the agricultural indusiry, more especially in
thre wheat belt; and so we shall, at the same
time. relieve the State, inasmuch as the
money invested through the Agricullural
Bank and the Tndustries Assistance Board
will be reccuped. There is approximately
six million pounds invested by the State in
ile agzricultural industry of Western Aus-
iralia, and if we extend seltlement o new
areas we shall have to Increase that invest-
ment. On the other hand, if we confine our
attention to the area in which the six mil-
lions are already invested we shall af the
same time assist the State’s finances and
render more happy and prosperous the far-
mers whe have been hattling to develop the
industry during the last few vears.

My, HARRISON {Aven} [517]): I am
pleased to have heard the sympathetie re-
marks which have greeted the introduction
of this vote. The member for Guildford,
as Minister for Lands. had a strenuous
time during the past two vears: and T am
pleased to sav that the agriculiuralists who
really understand the position appreciate
the faet thai the hon. genlleman’s efforts
made through the Indusiries Assistance
Board have horne frnit. Had it not heen
for the assistanee given at that time, West-
ern Australia would be in a very different
. position fo-day. Unfortonately, the far-
mer has heen the last to derive any benefit
from the wealth which the farming industry
has created. By 1hat wealth the Rail-
way Department, the storekeepers, and the
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merchants are fruetified at the expense of
the farmer, 1o whom no more is left ithan
will suffice to keep the asset alive. With
the crop now coming in, the farmer will
not be able to do more than he has done
in the past—the farmer’s liability will not
be reduced by a single penny, so far as I
see. Especially in the Eastern wheat belt,
the diffienltics of the farmer are extremely
severe. | agree that we should concentrate
our encrgies on the land settlement that
already exists in this Stafe. People who
have been settled on land for eight or nine
vears must have railway facilities. T know
ol scttlers around Tammin and Baandee
who have had to eart their wheat over dis-
tances ranging from 15 to 22 miles. Farm-
ing cannot continue under sneh conditions.
Quile a number of our farmers have enlisted
un account of the difficulties under whieh
they were labouring, cnlisted becaunse they
could see no headway before them. They
have done remarkably well at the Front, and
we all admire them for enlisting; but the
assels which are lost to the individual will
also become lost to the Slate.  Unless
maintained in good condition, they become
a drag on the Agricultural Bank and a
drag on the Industries Assistance Board.
I was, therefore, extremely pleased to liear
the announcement of the Minisler for
fands. A man going on the land should put
all his money inte improvements. The lirst
meney of the farmer should go to improve
his farm, and should not come back to the
State in the form of rent,

Mr, HEITMANN (Geraldton} [3.24]: It
is pleasing to note that for once an ex-Min-
ister controlling the Lands Depavtment, and
the Minister for Lands for the time being,
are on good terms and seemingly agreed
as to the policy to be adopted. For my
part T am convineed that, in order 1o bring
the farming industry to the position whigh
it should oceupy in this State, a different
piliey must he followed, Some few years
ago, in the hoom days, ihe pelicy was to
invite all and sondry to go on the land,
irrespective of whether they were tempera-
mentatly  suitable for the occupation of
farming and irrespeclive of whether they
had eapital or not. Again, it secems to me a
stupid policy to place a man on the land
and then ask him, in his first year, to con-
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tribute towards the revenue by payment of
rent. 1t wounld be a wise policy to defer pay-
ment of rents for a certain number of years.
My opinion is thaf, as time goes onm, the
farmers now struggling here will be in a
very good posilion. The Stale desires to ar-
rive at the position of receiving the full
value of the land sold, and if that end can be
more readily achieved by a change of policy
let ns take that course, Tt is frequently dis-
astrous for a man to have to sitruggle at
work off his farm for a month or two of
every year in order lo get the money to pay
land rents. The greatest trouble of all is that
in days gone by land renls were paid into
the general revenue. That praectice obtains
even to-day. The result is that land rev-
enue was regarded as recurrenf, and the
idea of keeping land revenue separate from
the general revenue was never entertained.
Mr. Bath, years ago, preached that land
rents shonld be placed in a special aceount.
In the past, not merely have men withont
money been placed on the land, but they
have been settled in many districts so
far remote from the railway facilities
that success was almost impossible. Again,
men were settled in distriels where there was
great doubt as to the rainfall. It is now es-
tablished that in several stretches of this
country the calling of the farmer musi be
highly precarious even in the best of times.
1 agree with the member for Bunbury {Mr.
Thomas) that, when this State is fully de-
veloped, the large part of the population will
he settled in the South-West. It can easily
be culculated what population our wheat
areas wili earry—one family on 1,000 acres,
ai best. The great Sonth-West, however, will
in time carry a dense population. Unfortu-
nately, owing to the large expenditure on
railway and other developments, there have
been no funds available for the eostly work of
clearing land in the South-Western district.
For a number of years it scemed that whest
growing was to be Western Australia’s one
hope. For one thing, the returns from wheat
growing are so quick. 1f, however, a propor-
tion of the money which has been devoted to
the development of the wheat industry had
heen spent in clearing heavy timbered
country in the South-West, would not the re_
turns have been just as gquick? T am glad

to learn that, for the first time in the history
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of Denmark, the sellers bave a few shillings
in their pockets. One of the leading seltlers
there, Mr. Redmond, expresses himself to
that effect.

Mr, Munsie: He got that money by work-
ing at the Naval Base.

Mr. HEITMANXN: That is not so. The
dairying indpslry bas gone ahead at Den-
mark. I am convinced that, unless we de-
velop a system of mixed farming on good
iines what we ecall farming now, which
is io say wheat growing, must always prove a
bighly precarions means of existence. For
the wheat grower to lose all his crop it needs
but that one out of perhaps ten factors
should go against him. | Toc much rain, or a
dry spell, or rust, may desiroy the whole
year's work; and the store bill remains to be
paid from future erops.

Mr. Underwood: [ suffered similarly on
a mine, and [ got no redress.

Mr. HEI'TMANN: I remember when Vie-
toria avas going through the same stage as
Waestern Australian wheat growers are go-
ing through to-day, and when it was only
the introduction of creameries and the
development of the pig raising indnstry
that enabled those people to pull lhrough,
together with the faeilities started in the
various small towns for the markeling of
their produce. One thing thal is missing in
this couniry is organisation ameongst the
people in the towns to assist ihose in ont-
back distrietz in getting rid of their produce.
[ remember going amongsl the farmers about
100 miles north of Melbourne, where they
had a half-selection of 320 acres and had to
cut it out of (he forest. But it was not many
years before those people were growing
wieal suceesslully, and al the end of the
year, if the scason was good, instead of hatv-
ing a grocer’s bill lo pay, they had a credit
balance in their favour with the grocer for
goods and dairy produce -whieh they had
sent in. There is great waste going on in
this country from year to year. 1 fook a
trip with Mr. Connor in i!le Vietoria dis-
trief not very long ago during a good season,
and for miles [ saw nalive grasses from bwo
to three feet in height which were not being
used at all. The same thing exists amongst '
most of our farmers. All the land is good,
bul there is no stock, no sheep, cattle, or
pigs, and when the summer weather comes
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on this grass is blown away. I want fo see
the dairying and the pig raising industries
developed in the distriet, together with other
parts of the State. Il is ideal dairying eoun-
try, inasmuch as there is very litile heavily
timbered land and there is good grass and
water over the greater portion of it, and
during the winter months it is heavy growing
land. If we could encourage farmers to
make use of this grass fo see them throngh
the long dry season, instead of farmers hav-
ing a grocer’s bill at the end of the year, they
would be in & position of having a credit
balance due to them by means of the produce
which they eould supply.

Mr. Foley: How did they assist farmers
in Vietorin? They gave them none.

AMr. HEITMANN: Our forefathers used
a wooden plough, but that is no reason why
we should do so. There does not seem to be
the same industry or application amongst
the ypresent generation as there was amongst
the pioneers of the eountry. We have lo
face the position as we find it.

Mr. T'olev: Because these people are ig-
norant to-day, you think all other industries
should be taxed in order fo give lhe money
to them and that they may store up a bit of
grass.

Mr. HEITMANN
entirely wrong.

AMr. Foley: Your logic is bad.

Mr. IEITMANN: The hon. member is
entirely wrong when he talks about indolence
on the part of the farmers. I have seen
miners working and farmers working, and
if there is one job T would take in prefer-
ence, it would be mining as against the job
of a farmer. I would rather be a miner than
be starving as some of our cockies are starv-
ing to-day on their holdings. We have talked
about the brave and bold pioneer who goes
out. prospecting, but he generally has a lot
of tucker with him. T have seen farmers
living on the poorest of food, and their
voungsters looking half-starved and not get-
ting enough of that class of food which is
most suitable for them. Tt is idle to say that
the life of the farmer is a bed of roses. It
is useless lo apply to the farmer the term of
indolence. We have developed our lands
throngh our sysiem of assisting farmers and
given assistance to people who perhaps
ought not lo have had that assistance. I ad-

The hon. member is
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mit that we have developed some of the worst
features of farming.

Mr, Underwouvd: We have developed a
class of mendicant friars.

Mr. HEITMANN; They are only aver-
age man and woman after all,

Mr. Underwood: If you weigh out charity
as you weigh it out now you will get that
always.

Mr. HEITMANN: The hon. member did
not adopt that attitude when be weighed out
charity not long ago in Perth. T can see Lbe
time when Western Australia is going to be
the finest agricultural country in Australia.
If it is not, we may as well pull down the
flag and say that Western Australia is never
going to be a country,

Mr. Taylor: We will never make it that by
talking about it.

Mr. HEITMANN: We have not talked
about it, but we have assisted the farmers
and assisted them as T believe no other coun-
try in the world has done.

My, Foley: We have not discriminated in
our assistance,

Mr. HEITMANN: It is not always pos-

sihle to diseriminate.

My, Willmott: You got 18 million bushels
out of that assistance.

Mr. HEITMANN: The complaint indi-
cated by the interjeclion is that we bave not
discriminated and have given too generously
to the farming people.

*Mr. Foley: So we have.

Mr. Taylor: Yes, and no onc knows that
better than the hon. wember.

Mr. Underwood: We have given not
wisely, but too well.

Mr. HEITMANN: The member for Mi.
Margaret must recognise that in the early
days the goldfields had nothing to complain
of.

AMr. W. D. Johnson:
dered.

Mr. Taylor: That made it possible for
vou people to squander your money to-day
on agriculture.

Mr. HEITMANN: Is the hon. memher
always going to {ake the credit for this.

Mr. Taylor: XNob personally.

Mr. HEITMAXN : Many of the farmers
to-day were first of all on the goldfields
where they made their money which they

Money was squan-
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have put into the land. The idea is to de-
velop each and all of the industries together.

Mr. Underwood: Put
and we will listen to you.

My. HEUTMANN: The only argument
which the hon, member can put up is that
the land is no good and (hat it is a failure.
If we accept that argnument then there is
no future before Western Australia.

Mr. Underwood: 1 say that the system
we have been working on is a failure.

My, HEITMANN: T am prepared lo lis-
ten lo that. If we place men on the land
without eapital then the only thing we can
do is fo assist them to develop the land.
The present Minister for Mines is looking
for something on whieh to spend money on
the zoldfields.

Mr. Taylor: He has put £5,000 on the
‘Loan Estimates to do that,

My, HEITMANN: If the hon. member
will look at the Loan Estimates he will see
that he is not entirely right. We have heen
told more than once that during the last
five years, when the member for Boulder
was oceupying the position of Minister for
Mines, he endeavoured in every possible
direction to assist the mining industry, and
1 believe he did. There has never heen a
gennine ease put before the member for
Bounlder, when Minister for Mines, which was
furned down,

Mr. Collier: We must remember (hat our
agricaltural development is in its initial’
stages, and that it always entails a large
expenditure of money in these circumstances.

Mr. HEITMANN: T ean see no reason
why we should pit one indnstry against the
other. T want to see the best retorn from
the land that is possible and not any half-
learted. unsympathetic stvle of farming.

Mr. Underwood: We have hbeen half-
hearted in our assistance, have we?

My, HETTMANN: The hon. member was
a member of the Cahinet which granted this
assistance and a member of the Government
as well. Dagring the time lie was a member
af that Government a record was put up.
I notice in the Loan Bill, Schedule 6, a sum
of money which in my opinion is going to
he spent on other than developmental work.
A sum of £50,000 is provided for an over-
head bridgre.

up an argument
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Mr. Collier: That is getting right in on
the Altorney General’s bridge.

Mr. HEITMANN: I would raiher see
that money spent in one or two of our in-
dusiries in order to provide a greater re-
turn for the money.

Mr. Taylor: This is. a political industry.

Mr, Collier: 1t is better to make roads
and railways wilh our money.

Mr. HEITMANN: It is remarkable that
the very people who liave gone on the plat-
form scores of times and told the farmers
that there was no eonnfry in the world and
no Government in the world which lias ever
given this assistance to the farmers, and
taken credit for that, are now eomplaining
because (hat assistance has heen given. I
admit that possibly a lot of money has heen
wasted and that assistance las been given
which has not been justified. But we have
farmers who have required assistance rightly,
and from the point of view of the future
development of the country, we are justi-
fled in giving it; indeed, it would have been
unbusinesslike if we had allowed the far-
mer to go ofl his holding for want of a little
assistance. The Government should strike
out as soon as they ean in the direction of
instituting a system of mixed farming.

AMr. THOMAS (Bunbury) ([545]: I
would like to compliment the last speaker
on the sound commonsense utterances he has
expressed. It is cheering fto find that some
hon. members are beginning to realise that
the genuine development of Western Aus-
tralia is esseniial if we are to make the pro-
aress expected. At various times I have
made ineffectnal protests on behalf of the
South-West, and I expect I shall continue
to make them. I was =adlv disappointed in
the speech made by the Minister for Lands.
Year after year I have expected from each
sucgessive Minister that he would at least do
better than his predecessor, but it seems as
if hope springs eternally in my breast but all
the time 1 am doomed to disappointmnent.
The Minister was vague and nebulous in bis
theories. Tlere was nothing conerete what-
ever. I regret to say that for the develop-
ment of agriculture in the South-West this
vear, as in most other years, nothing what-
ever has been provided. It makes one tired.
While it seems possible to place on the Loan
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Estimates the sum of £50,000 for an over-
heed bridge in the City, there is not £10,000
for tbe legitimate developwent of the fairest
proviace in the State. Why de we not learn
something f{rom what other places are
doing, Canada within the last year or iwo
has multiplied by 100 per cent. her agri-
cultural possibilities.
Mr. Taylor: How is he to-day?

Mr. THOMAS: She is far ahead. She
has converted her 20 millions of imports
over exporis into 20 millions of exports over
imports, making a difference of 40 millions.
We are taking no steps whalever to reap
the rich harvest possibilities which lie in
the South-West portion of the State. I am
not going to eavil at most of what bas jeen
done for the farmers in the eastern districts,
bul while I agree that some wrongs may
have been done in the wheat areas, that some
blunders have been made, I hold that we
should benefit by our koowledge in our
future actions. What I strongly and em-
phatically objeet to is that year after year
nothing whatever is done for the portion of
the State which, in the opinion of thousands
would give ibe best and sorest return for the
investment.

Mr. Collier: We did something in the
way of irrngation.

Mr. THOMAS: Yes, and when the hon.
member came to Ilarvey to declare the
scheme open he talked fluently and well of
the wonderful natural resources of the dis-
trict, The latent possibilties of the South-
West are infinite. It has been reiterated so
often Lhat all must know that unfil the last
vear or two we have been sending away a
million pounds per annum for dairy pro-
duee; yet save for the irrigation scheme car-
ried out by ithe member for Boulder, I can-
not point to a single development work done
for the assistance of the South-West.

Mr. W. D. Jobnson: Then yon de not
know much about it.

Mr. THOMAS: Perhaps the hon. mem-
ber is right. Yet in one week last month the
Bunbury butler factory turned out 7,224lbs.
of butter, approximately three and a half
tons. Look at the enormous demand for
that produet, and see what we have done
unaided. 1f some ddefinite scheme of de-
velopment were to be initiated instead of
vague nehnlons theories, if the development
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of that part of the State was seriously iaken
in hand, the time would not be far distant
when Western Australia, with its bacon and
butier and eggs, conld supply the million
pounds worth of dairy produce a year which
its people consume. Yet what do we do?
Absolulely nothing. Tt is simply a voies
erying in the wilderness,

Mr. Harrison: We will have to put you
in the Cabinet.

Mr. THOMAS: It is a peculiar thing
that the South-West never gets the repre-
sentation it deserves.

Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ier) : Why, you have had two Premiers.

Mr. THOMAS: Well, what did they do¥

Mr. O'Loghlen: A lot of public money
has been expended during the last four years
in the South-\Vest.

Mr. THOMAS:
ment?

Mr, O'Loghlen:
opent.

Mr., THOMAS: It is true we have had
£30,000 provided for the Bunbury harbour.

Alr. O'Loghien: And a quarter of a mil-
lion of money for sawmilis.

Mr. THOMAS: But it iz agricultural de-
velopment that T would insist upon. I as-
sert, anid it cannot be honestly denied, that in
that fair provinee lie the greatest possibili-
ties of the State. In what other part of the
State could we hope for the suecessful set-
liement of large numbers of people? Mil-
lions can be provided forv the operations of
the Industries Assistance Board in olher
parts of the State, but where the best return
is assured Government after Goverament sit
back year after year until one grows sick
and tired of these ineffectual protests
against a wrong done. Times out of num-
ber have I suggested a scheme of develop-
ment in the House. That scheme is all right
and has the endorsement of the Minisler for
Works. Men who have gone into the maiter
say that in that scheme lie great possibili-
ties. I have gone down on my knees and
asked for so paltry a sum as £10,000 to ini-
tiate the scheme, but I cannot get a bob; yet
£50,000 is provided for a bridge in Perth.
And we talk about what we are going te do
to make the country productive and uelp
the Empire! I do not know what te do.

In agrienltural develop-

No, but in other devel-
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Mr. Foley: Put the Government out.

Mr. THOMAS: And the Minister gels
up and makes a few agreeably suave re-
marks and says it will receive attention in
the futtre. In the Government butter fac-
tory started at Busselton recently they are
turning ont something like two tons of but-
ter per month.

The Minister for Lands: Per week.

Mr. THOMAS: I bope the Minister is
right; 1 think it is per month.

The Minister for Lands: That surely is
an argument that something has been done
for the South-\West.

Mr. THOMAS: Talk about the mountain
labouring and bringing forth a mouse! On
the score of a butter factory the Minister
wishes to claim something done for the
South-West. After all these years the Gov-
ernment have started a butter factory m
Busselton, I, in the crude and ineffectual
fashion in which we have heen operating
up to the present, that can he done, what
could be done under proper conditions of
Government assistance and fhe application
of science to our industries! Down in that
district we have seftlements where men are
making magnificient livings for themselves,
iheir wives and families on 50 acres and 60
acres of land, I have pleaded with the
Honse to give me any small sum whatever
to start a system of ready made farms which
settlers could develop rent free for the first
five vears. 1f at the end of that time the
amount were capitalised and the settler
given 30 years in which o pay for land,
we conld year after vear scttle in the South-
West any number of farmers who would
vitimaiely be happy and. prosperous and
bring into the State the only factor upon
which sure and certain prosperity can be
built. What hetter prospects counld there
be for onr land than eolonies of people on
small holdings? Under what other eondi-
tions can the Government and the guiding
hand of the departmental expert hetter
direct them? There 1s there a province with
a certain rainfall, an area bigger than Vie-
toria, where no drought bhas ever been
known. We have there potato lands whose
productivity, acre for acre, beats that of
Vietoria by 30 per cent.

Mr. Foley: Oh! bunkam.

[ASSEMBLY.]

My. THOMAS: The reeords prove it.
We have heard a good deal about the bunild-
ing of railways, and I agree that the time
has arrived when we might call a halt,
though 1 do not say that there are not a
few more lines which should be constructed.
In the sonth-western division we have any
amount of land fit for settlement, some of
the very best and close to railways, I know
of such land in my own conslitnency within
a short distance of railways and a short
distance of a port; and bevond my con-
stitueney there is even better land in the
distriet represented by my friend, the mem-
ber for Nelson (Mr. Willmott}, plenty of it,
waiting to be developed on which a very
large number of permanent settlers counld
be located. :

Mr. Wilmolt: Thousands of acres.

My, THOMAS: Yes, lhousands of acres
of beautiful land only needing some Gov-
ernment assistance, some concrete scheme
evolved by the Government to give it a start,
and it would be a success. There is one
thing 1 consider needful in Western Ans-
tralia and that is agrienltural training. We
have at Brunswick a very fine State farm
in whielt many excellent examples have
heen given of intense culture. T am bound
to say that the people do not always ap-
preciate this as they should; they spend
part of their time finding fanlt with the un-
fortnnate individual who is in charge of it.
In the past it has heen the practice to place
people on the land irrespective of whether
or not they were suitable for the life. I
am satisfied that most of the failures of ihe
past are due to the fact that men not fitted
in any senge at all to be a suecess at farm
work have heen encouraged, and even forced
by seductive arguments, to take ap farm
land. T1f we had spent a small portion of
the millions we have spent in ineffectnal
attempts at permanent settlement in turn-
ing out highly edueated agriculturists, who
would bring to bear not the stage-coach
period of agricultural knowledge but highly
irained knowledge—if some of those mil-
lions had been spent in that direction, West-
ern Australia would he more prosperous
than it is to-day.

Mr. Collier: Is there not a chance that
you might edncate them beyond their ocen-
pation?
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Mr. THOMAS: Can you educate a man
too highly for the occupation be is to follow?
The hon. member seems te think that the
wnly thing necessary for the farmer is that
te shall have a weak head and a strong
baek. that he shall be a human ecab-horse
who is prepared to work all hours that no
other human being will work, that he must
be brawn and muscle and nothing else. In
my opinion it is not the hard toil alone
that is guing to make for the farmer’s suc-
cess, but the amount of knowledge and
science which a man applies to his work.
Oue eannot make a successful business man
in five minutes, eannot make a man a suceess
in any commereial enterprise without train-
g, vne cannof put a man into any profes-
sional wecupation without proper training
for the purpose. But what is done with the
tarmer? Some ¢lerk from an oftice is sent
out to seltle on the land—too many of this
cluss have heen placed on the land—and it
15 expected that he will make a success of
farming.

Mr. Willmott: The wonder is 1hat so many
of them dv make a success of things in the
l'ir('lll'I]Stﬂl'I(‘eS.

Mr. THOMAS: The bhon. member is quite
right. It is wonderful thal so many of them
make a success of it. The fault does not lie
in the land, as suggested by the member for
PPilhara (Mr. Underwood), but in the meth-
ods aldopted. The way we send people to
seitle on the land is what causes all the
frouble. Had we adopled more scientifie
wmethods, the eountry would have been put
to less expenditnre and farming in Western
Australia would have been a greater success
than it has been up to the present time. We
should provide a number of agricultural
colleges and get the best professors of agri-
culture that money ecan buy. I am not one
of 1hose who believe that because we pay a
man £700 or £800 a year that we are pay-
ine him an enormons salarv. If we can
teach the young men growing uwp on the
farm to-day to work their holdings on scien-
tific lines and it costs ns £3,000 a year to do
s0 T eonsider it would be dirt cheap. High
<cientific attainments were never yet ob-
tained at a miserable salary.

The Minister for Works: Do you net
think that a good farmer, a practical man,
would do as rauch good?
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Mre. THOMAS: Yes, a good practical
man, provided he had scienfific training as
well.

Member: Some of the besi farmers in
Western Australia are not scientific men.

Mr, THOMAS: If they bave been suc-
cessful withont having that thorough know-
ledge of the industryv. how much greater
would their success be if they bad complete
seientific knowledge?

Mr. O'Loghlen: How many farmers in the
South-West have applied for scientific in-
siruction?

L. THOMAS: What opportunily have
they had?

Mr. Foley: What about the State farmns?

Mre. THOMAS: Mr. Chairman, T would
remind the hon. members sitting behind me
that eaeh of them may make a speeeh afier
T have finished and thus let the ouse have
the henefit of their knowledge of this ques-
tion.

The CHAIRMAN: Ovder!

My, THOMAS: We frequently hear the
party which represents the farmers in this
Touse elaiiming that the man on the land is
the backbone of the eountry. The farming
industry is the basis upon which all the
prosperity of Western Australia must be
built up; it is a scientific fact that out of
the Iand must come the prosperity of the
coun(ry. One cannot deveclop a single acre
of land, or produce one hushel of wheat
without inereasing the wealth of the country.
We look to scienee to develop our medical
men .and to develop every other important
calling in Western Australia, but anything
appears to be good enough for the farming
industry, If the farming industry is the
bhasis of all prosperity, the one thing from
which natural wealth must spring, we should
turn our atteation to the development of that
industry ,te the highest secientific point
homanly possible, ne matter what it may
eost in salaries. If we suffer to-day we will
reap the fruits of suech a policy in a few
years. We would then get closer settlement,
and countless thousands of settlers are re-
guired all over Australia if this country is
to remain one of the outposts of the white
race as it should be, and if we are to popu-
late our country as we shounld do. If we are
to do this, the setilement of the land eonsti-
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tutes one of the gravest problems facing
Australian politicians to-day—and we have
not given to its consideration one fraction of
the time or thought we should. It is time
Australia woke up and gave a little thought
to the agricultural industry. We have had
sulficient of the sort of adminisiration in
Western Australia that we have to date I
is time that somebody interested himself in
seeing that something was done to improve
matters, ILet us looic at what Canada has
done and look at what a self-supporting
country Australia could be, and how we
might turn our present excess of imports
into excess of exportis from Western Aus-
tralia, if only we properly develop the agri-
cultural indusiry. Perhaps I have been
rather heated on this question. I feel so
sure of the ground I have taken and that 1
have so rauch justice on my side, I wonld
like lo go farther even and force this
Honse——

Mr. Willmott:
erate.

Mr. THOMAS: Realising all the eircum-
stances, realising what this question means
to Western Australia, I believe I may claim
to have been moderate in iLe extreme. I
trust that the Hounse will realise the position
of the agricultural indunstry in Western Aus-
tralia and will realise that the fime has ar-
rived when we shounld give some atfention
lo the great south-west province and see
that it is seltled by a suceessful and pros-
perous people.

AMr. GRTFFITHS (York) [6.11]: As a
representative of an important constitnency
in the agrienltural areas, it will be expected
that I shall say something on this vote. The
member for Pilbara said last evening, re-
ferring to the appointment of the Royal
Commisston on the agrigultural induslry,
that he thought the Commission was not war-
ranted, that the experts of the department
could arrive at the root of the difficulties
so far as the farming induslry is coneerned. I
have no doubt that the experts conld assist
the commission with their expert knowledge,
but if it is desired to ascertain the frue con-
ditions, to arrive at the erux of the difficul-
ties, at the root of the trouble, one must get
ont amongst the people and amongst praec-
tical men.

You have been very mod-

ASSEMBLY.]

Mr. Collier: The member for Bunbury
has told us that scienlific knowledge was all
that was required.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I agree with what the
memher for Bunbury has said with regard
to the neeessity for seientific knowledge. One
of the witnesses at Kellerberrin, Mr. Stewart
Paterson, stated as his opinion lhat what was
required was nn inerease of the produetivity
of the soil, that that would be .lhe salvation
of the farming indusiry. I do not hold with
that view enfirely. 'There are other ways
ih which we can improve the farming indus-
try and the principal one is to reduce the
cost of production and of handling, freight
charges, water rates, ete, and make it pos-
sible for the farmer fo compete in the pro-
duetion of wheal with countries employing
black labour. Let as cowsider what the
farmers have got from the wheat board—
1s. 6d. with Gd. to follow on delivery, 6d. in
Muareh next, and 6d. in September, bringing
the total fo 2s. 6d. Yet it has been proved
beyond all doubt that it eosts 3s. 4d. a bushel
to finanee the propusilion.

Siltimg suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: T want to refer to the
goodt work which we might expect to resalt
from the investigations which are being
carriel on by commissions, and while on
that subjeet 1 would point out that in Can-
ada in 1910 attention was drawn to the dis-
ablilies under which the farmers were
labouring, and delegates from 800 different
centres approached the Canadian Govern-
ment 10 a body. The outcome was that a
commission was appointed, and that com-
mission investigated many matters of im-
mense henefit to the farmers and the in-
vestigations resulted in a considerable gain
to the industry. Canada is doing wonder-
ful things to-day and in 1915 produced 200
million pounds worth of agricultural pro-
duce. The success of agrieulture there has
heen largely due to the work of the com-
mission and T am looking forward to bene-
ficial resulis following the appointmént in
thiz State of the Agricaltural Commission,
which is now earrving on its investigations.
The other evening I referved to the fact
that there was a great drift of populalion to-
wards the cities and the member. for Boul-
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der (Mr, CoMier) remarked with some feel-
ing that I was touching upon one of Aus-
tralia’s greal problems, In Victoria we
find that 48 per cent. of the population is
in Melbourne. while in this State 33 per
cent. of the people is in the capital city.
This state of affairs does not exist in the
older countries of the world. Take London,
for instance. There we find that the popu-
lation is only 12 per cent. of the total of
England. 1n Berlin it was something
under 6 per cent. of the total. The con-
trasts between the old countries and the
cities of Australia is very marked. Some-
thing has brought about that drift towards
the cities and it is time we tried to stop it
| elaim that the commjssion, which is eom-
posed of wen of practical experience, will be
able 10 formulate some scheme which will
have the effect of remedying that state of
affairs.  The lack of school facilities has been
referred to as heing responsible to some ex-
tent for this drift to the cities, althvugh
we have to admit that in this State much
has been done by the Education Depart-
ment. The fact remains, however, that
many farmers will tell us that the greai
diffieully is that they eanuot give their
children in the country the education they
would Jike them to reeeive. We have heard
refercnces to breesy optimism, and the faet
that that has taken people out to the back
blocks and that they were then told that
nothing but a strong arm was requirved in
order {io make a suecess of farming, and
that if they had a sirong arm and a stout
heart, the Agrieultural Bank would do the
vest. Professor Lowrie some time hack
drew attention to the fact that it would
require £300 of rveserve ecapital to start
farming with; but how many have gone on
the land withoui resources. T have knowr
many who have done so and they have
gone under in the process. The result of
that advice is that at the present time we
have 600 farms on the hands of the Agri-
cultural Bank. Mr. Patterson, of Keller-
herrin, has engaged in farming with con-
sidergble success, but he was financially
able to adopt methods which could not be
fallowed by the average man on the land.
For instance, if in bharvest time a thunder-
storm came zlong be would be able to go
to a contraetor and arrange with him to go
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on at a low price and break up the swmiface
and in that way conserve the moisture in
the soil, but it is not every one who can
follow un those lines. One requires capital
to do many things on a farm. The farmers
at the preseut time are realising that it is
impossible to farm successfully without
stoek. Stock of all kinds is a necessary
adjunet to a farm. We should alwavi
bear in mind the amount of money which we
send to the lastern Staies for dairy produce.
This should not be so, beenuse the condilivns
in Western Australia are entirely favourable
to mixed farming. The pig is an imporiant
factor on a farm, and while on this subjeet
1 eannot but conpliment the Sunday Times
an 1ts establishment of a pig elub, I huve
noe desire Lo give that newspaper a cheap ad-
vertisement, hut considerable zood must fol-
low from the establishment of such an insti-
fution. Clubs of that deseriplion are wall
known in America, and they do a vast
amount of good. At Merredin tlere is a
scheme on foot Lo establish a co-operative
Alour mill. There will be a certain amount
of offal in the distriet and a large amount of
phosphalie acid will he retained in the Siate.
‘I'he member for Geraldton (Mr. Heitinann)
macle scme referenee to mixed farming and
wlhal can be done in the way of obtaining
stock. A farmer at Mt. Stirling, who is
a canny Scot and makes every post a
winner, told me in this old Chamber
only a few nights ago, that lhe had ve-
ceived a good cherque for some fattened
gtoek which he had sold from his property.
That is a malter which should engage the
attention of all thrifiy farmers. Siock will
live on the waste produets of the farm and
they also belp to keep hack the crop, and
in the case of my friend he iold me that he
did not give his stock a grain of wheat; they
just fattened on the waste products and
at the same time helped to Fertilise the =oil.
A good deal has been said about hutter, in
regard to the manufacture of which there
is plenty of seope in this State. In Vietoria
the butter indusiry was built up on a de-
pression. The Euroa district there, whieh
has the apparently gencrous rainfall of 27
inehes, but which all falls within five or six
months, is regarded as one of the best dairy-
ing districts in that State. Yet the stock
there have to be hand fed for a considerable
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portion of the year. In the wheat arcas of
Western Australia for six or seven monils
we have a rainfall which is sufficient to pro-
vide feed for the dairy caitle, and compared
to Euroa, the districts of Western Australia
are certainly as good. It is pleasing, how-
ever, to realise that farmers are at last mov-
ing in the direction of nequiring stoek,
Everywhere we go if the farmers bave not
stock already, we hear of their desire to
secure some. Now, as against what I said
in regard to increased prodoetion from the
land, it bas to be remembered that before
an ideal position can be attained for the far-
mer his costs must be considerably reduced.
Handling, transport charges, water rates,
and so forth must be reduced. Again, tele-

phone facilities should be made available to

the tarmer. Hon. members who are not
acquainied with the country districls can
have no iden what an assistance the tele-
phone is to the farmer. In Canada, so soon
as a man gels on a farm, he is absolutely
besciged by the agents of telephone com-
panies. A good deal has been said abont
co-operativee effort—one of the things which
the farmer is notoriously slow to learn. He
is, however, gradually coming lo realise that
his salvation largely lies in the direction of
co-operation. I know of a little co-opera-
tive company whieh was started hy farmers
and which to-day has four branches. Ten
or eleven co-operative societies of farmers
are starting now to handle their wheat co-
operatively. In view of the present pros-
rects of returns from the wheat erop, farm-
ers must look about to make savings.

Mr. Scaddan: The farmer is benefiting
by leaving that man stranded who helped
him through his trouble.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: That is not so. Al
one time I was agent for a co-operative
soeiety, and in all cases where 1 found a
farmer under any oblization to a store-
keeper, T never pressed the business of the
co-operative society until the farmer had
discharged his obligation or felt himself
justified in makingz a change.

Mr. Seaddan: Js not vour society practi-
cally restrieting its business to clients of the
Industries Assistance Board, who are able
to pay eash? Do you take any risk at all?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: The letter T am now
about to read will give hon. members some

(ASSEMBLY.]

ilea of the feeling whieh prevails among
farmers—

I thank you for your information re
Royal Commission’s visit to Shackleton,
and 1 shall bave my information ready,
but I am ont of heart with the business
altogether. I, as an old goldfielder, would
like o have some of my old goldfields
friends on the land for a bit and let them
battle with excessive railway freights,
high taxes for water—£47 February, £47
now due—taxes for roads that are never
made, land taxes, handling grain in bags,
increased cost of fertilisers, high agency
eharges. Just let me instance our railway
freight—1s. bag, handling charges 9d.
bag, cost of bag 10d. or more, total 2s.
7d. per bag right away, Some of our
old friends who talk so glibly about onr
lives of luxury, would alter their tune.
Mir, Seaddan: YWhat remedy does your

correspondent suggest? That you should
always be tackling ihe Government instead
of the man who robs you?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I quite agree that a
certain measure of self-reliance should be
inculeated. There are a number of men
who take up the position of what I ean only
call spongers, who simply rely on the Gov-
ernment, and who hring diseredit and adinm
on a highly respectable body of men. T wish
to eall attention also to the position of the
fruit industry. Recently T said that during
the last twenty years praectically nothing
hias been done in regard to ceool storage in
Western Australia. T know there is cool
storage at Alhany, hut I cannot help think-
ing that in view of the Albany eclimale the
installation of cold storage was ill-judged.
That struck me when I saw the works
ab Alhany, though of course there may
have been something more at the back of
the proposal. We know that a certain
amount has been done to aid small mine
owners and prospectors by the erection of
State batteries. That aid was perfectly
justifiable, and has been justified by re-
sults. I hold that every primary in-
dustry should be encouraged. But what
would the small mine owner and the pros-
pector have said if the Government had put
np one single battery and left it at that
for 20 years? That is practieally what has
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been done in regard to the provision of cool
storage for the fruit industry,  Again,
cartage of fruit from the railway station
to the sale rooms amounts to about £7,000
a year. It is an absolute waste of money.
1 hope that when funds are available the
Minister for Railways will bear in mind
my suggestion that railway sidings into
the markets are urgently required by the
fruit industry, which represents an in-
vested capital of {wo millions sterling. The
siding, I estimate, will cost mpproximately
£2,000. The proposed expenditure of
£30,000 to £40,000 on market accommodation
could then stand over.  According to the
report of the Taxation Commissioner for
the -year 1913.14, 252 mine owners paid in
income ‘tax £35,750, while 211 contributors
paid £5,307. The same report states that
975 farmers paid £2,198. while 710 orchard-
ists paid £2,115. The land revenue for the
past four years runs into £1,300,000, while
the cost of agricuttural railways constructed
during the same period is only £1,700,000,
Until the recemt dry season agricnliural
railways throughout the sysiem have al-
ways paid working expenses, interest and
sinking fund. This fact shows how largely
dependent the successful working of the
railway system has been upon the success
of the man on the land. Two years ago the
charges of the State baiteries were re-
dueced; but no special tax was put on the
prospector fo meet lhe expenditure conse-
quent on the appointment of additional
inspectors. I do not object to that,
but T wish to point out that the
orchardist was ecalled on to pay a special
tax for the eradication of orchard pests.
The encouragement given to the fruit in-
dustry was that the income tax of orchard-
isis was doubled. In conclusion, I have
just one growl to make. It is contained in
the following letter—

As our member and a farmers’s re-
presentative in the Assembly, T am wril-
ing to you pointing out a glaring re-
strainst of trade which is being carried
on to the detriment of the farmers con-
cerned. J. Ringland, Belka, ordered a
Sunshine; State Implemeni sent Willy
Willy. E. A. Butcher, Bruce Rock,
wanied a harvester; he got a hint: “Use-
less to order anything but State.’’ E.
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Suffolk ordered a Sunshine; was granted
a secondhand Siate. W. Aylott, Shackle-
ton, took over De Moles’ farm; Sunshine
was booked up and recommended; order
turned down and a State machine sent
out,

Mr. Seaddan: Frowm whom is that letter?®
Mr. GRIFFITHS: From Mr. MaeDonnld

.of Quairading.

Mr. Scaddan: Why should the general
laxpaycr provide money to send to Vietoria
for machinery when |he machinery can be
provided here?

Mr. GRIFFITHS: I object to the com-
pulsion. The man is helpless hecause the
(toverament have his wheat. The principle
ot the thing is wrong.

Mr. Seaddan: On the same basis, if peo-
ple wanted to po to Germany for a thing
they ought to get it there.

Mr, Angwin: The State has the best ar-
ticle in the markel to-day.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: In regard to this ad-
vanee of 2s. 64., which is to be 13, 6d. to-
day, 6d. in March, and another Gd. in Sept-
ember, T pointed this out to an hon. mem-
her, who turned round to me and said, “My
profession is vanished owing to the war;
why should not T be subsidised?” The hon.
gentleman is subsidised as a member of Par-
linment to the extent of £300 per annum;
but the farmer is not so subsidised. Is this
industry worth keeping going at all, or nol?
At the TInterstale Producers’ Conference
recentlly held in Melbourne the delegates
were approached by Mr. Hagelthorne and
Senator Russell and asked {o propound some
scheme showing the farmer that at any rate
he would bave returned fo him what 14 cost
him to put the wheat inlo the ground and
on the market, and the reply was—

You ask us to propoun:d some scheme.
We propose Lhal you should finanee part
of this wheal, at any rale on paper, by
wheat bonds. You will bave ile wheat
behind you and these bills could pay 4%
per ceni., redeemable, say, on 1st January,
1618, and the bank or the pool eonld with-
draw lhese from cireulation as they have
funds available to obviaie any undue risk
of too mueh paper floating about.

T believe Senator Russell pooh-poolied the
iden and said he wounld bave every branch
of farming eoming under the same proposal.
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1t was put forward as a likely propesilion
and one likely to help the Federal Govern-
meni in the present times of diffieulty. The
farmer had lo pay 414 per eent., and the
2s. 6d. which bhe will get up to September
next is not going to meet the position. We
are nol Zoing lo keep up our production.

The area under ecultivation will de-
crease largely owing to a variety of
canses over which we have no con-

trol, and this is Zoing to make the posi-
‘Hon worse. I want to pay a tribule to the
Tate Minister for Lahds, and also to the other
members of the late Government. As a re-
Presenlative of an agricultural constitueney,
I may say thal the requests 1 put before
those gentlemen on various occasions have
always becn well received and given the
greatest consideration.

" Hon. J. D. Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ker): Al of them?

My, GRIFFITHS: Some of them, per-
haps, were unreasonable. 1 think hon. mem-
bers will agree that if T made an unreason-
able request T was not unduly pressing in
the matter, and did not onderline my noles
in red ink upon it.

Mr. FOLEY (Leonora) [8.4]: I have
always considered with regard to my farm-
ing friends or their supposed representa-
tives, thal there was something wrony with
thelr logie. That opinion was verified by
the member for York, for in the last hreath
he got out another growl. He said he wished
1o compliment the late Minister and the late
Government generally. 1f he was logical he
should have been on this side of the House.
T notice that there has been a desire cox-
pressed by all members un the other side ¥
the Chamber, and especiaily those on the
eross benches, iliat at the present time every
thing of a party nature should be done away
with. The verv men who now represenl llie
agriculturists in this Chamber want every-
thing smoothed over beeause the party which
now oceupies the Opposition benches they
wished to leave there. Tf the Labour party
were on those benches now I guarantee thaf
those words would not have been uttered, ar
would not have been acted wupon. Tley
were not acted upon so far as this industry
was concerned hy that party, with the ex-
ception, perhaps, of two men, who invari-
ably spoke as fairly as it was possible lo

[ASSEMBLY.]

speak, The member for York said thai there
wias a gentleman at  Quairading  through
whom he aceused the (fovernment of coer-
cion, That gentleman was thrown on his
own resourves. e was a wheat agent and
was not working for the Government burc
for a private firm which was exploiting the
farmer. He had not received a penny of
money for the last two years for doing the
work, and only (he other day asked me to
interview the late Minister and see if some
money could not be got for bim. The mem-
ber for Guildford could prove my statement.
When we gel a genlleman here wlho works
tor private enterprises and is not paid by
them, coming along and growling; and en-
deavouring fo point out per medium of the
member representing the distriet, that ihe
jovernmenl are endeavouring to coerce the
farmers into doing something, that man is
not worth much. The logic of my friend is
bad in another direction. When Ministers
have gone to visil the farmers in their dis-
tricts, as soon as they have had an oppor-
tunity they have waited upon the Minister,
and have endenvoured lo get everything pos-
sible, anil in some cases things that were not.
possible, oul of him. Aeccording to these
gentleinen, .when these deputations come for-
ward, their land is so poor that the crows
will not fly over it. They start immediately
the train arrives and are affer something the
whole time. There is generally a banguel i
the evening and after the fourih or filh
toast we find chat the land they are work-
inz on gradually becomes good and every-
thing in the garden is lovely. If the land is
as good as Lhey say it is at the banquet after
e fourih toast, they do not need any assist-
ance; and if it is as bad as they said it was
when waiting upon the Minister, it is not
worth the Governmeni’s while helping them.
The leader of the broad national party on
Lhe eross benches says thal the land in the
Soull-West will grow anything, He said
that they conld grow 14 tons of potatoes fo
the acre in this State. The memher for Bun-
bury also waxed eloqueni in regard to the
country and its potato-growing proclivilies.

Mr. Seaddan: I we want them down
there we have to take them from Perth.

Mr. FOLEY: So far as the potato indus-
try is concerned, the member for Bunbury
says that acre for aecre they counld beat Vie-



[29 NovemBER, 1916.]

toria, I interjected “Rubbish.” 1 said that
because T believed that they had not® pro-
duced as mueh as Vieloria bas in the way of
potatoes.

Mr. Scaddan: On the average.

Mr. FOLEY: On the average they have
not either.

Mr. Nairn: The Federal Statistician says
80,

Mr. FOLEY: The member for Nelson
tells me that 14 tons per acr¢ is the most he
has ever seen in the way of potatoes in this
State. There  are places on the Yea
River, at Warrnamhool, the Hopkins
River, on the flats at Gippsland, and on the
Hawkesbury River, where they are produc-
ing more than 14 fons to the aere on hun-
dreds of =zeres. So far as other farming
produce is concerned 1 had an opportunity
on Salurday of sceing what the State could
do in Lheir endeavour to develop the South-
West, and in seeing what the couniry is eap-
able of prodocing if it 18 properly looked
after. 1 was down there where mixed farm-
ing was being carried out suecessfully under
the Government. I do not say that any man
leaving any industry in the State could carry
on mixed farming to the same extent as the
Government are now doing. I[f individual
efforts and initiative had been shown 16 or
20 years ago, by a few people in the Sonth-
West, they would have been supplying all
our goldfields, which is the best market in
Australia, with botter and dairy produce of
cvery deseription. Whilst the people down
there are going in for sheep and other
things, which do not fake the time to look
afier that dairying does, I am afraid thaf
we shall never have a dairying industry in
the State. In Sounth Gippsland the timber
is higger than any I have seen in this State
except, perhaps, karri country, and it is
harder to burn off than iz the timber in this
State.  When the Gippsland country was
first selected it was all taken up in 640 acre
blocks, too much for any man to work.
When, afterwards, it was snbdivided into
smaller holdings good livings were made on
it. T will admijt that more clearing was done
by a large fire which went through the dis-
trict than the settlers could have hoped to
do in five or six years. So thorough was the
work of that fire that all the survey pegs
were burnt out, and the surveys had to be
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remade. The member for- Geraldton (Mr:
Heitmann) pointed to the fact that the
farmers have 1o contend against rust anod
drought, and hail and wind slorms. He went
on to compare the men on the land 20 years
ago with those on the land to-day, and said
that the comparison was hardly in favour
of the men of the present tiwe. In his
opinion the tiovernment ought fo step in and
help the man on the land to combat the ad-
verse elements with which he is threatened.
But how, T would ask, can any Government
make rain, prevent rust, or ban hailstorms?
Show me such a Government and I will
vole for them. One thing certain is that no
Government can help the farmers if the
farmers will not help themselves. The leader
of the Country party in another place has
suid in respeet of the wheat pool that pn-
vile enlerprize should have been allowed free
scope and that {he Government should not
have interfered. The members of the Coun-
iry party in this Chamber say the wheat
pool 18 good, but they are not getting enough
from it. Of course we'have long since given
over expecling that party to he satisfied. Tu
all my experiences 1 have never met moure
ungrateful people than those engaged in the
agricultural industry. Of course nol all the
farmers are ungrateful, but some of them
are amongst the most ungrateful people I
know, The member for Bunbury (JMr.
Thomas) eongratulated the member for Ger-
aldton on his sound arguments in support of
the farmers. Then the hon. member went
on to say that nothing had heen done for the
South-West. Of ecourse it must be remem-
bered that ihe Souih-West does not rely
solely on the agricunltural industry. There
are other industries down there which must
be fostered if the dairying and agrieultural
industries are to be developed. A sum
of £210,000 has been spent on the
State sawmills in the South-West. These
mills are entting the big timber and
so preparing  the land for dairying.
Again the sawmills have built miles of rail-
wav and have atiracted considerable popu-
lation into the distriet. Then there is the
£40,000 the Government paid for an irriga-
tion scheme at Harvey, and on top of thal
we have £100,000 lying in hewn sleepers.
The couniry from which those sleepers were
cut is in consequence now partly cleared and
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to that extent ready for cultivation. The
Clovernment have spent also a considerable
sum of money on ke butter factory in Bus-
sellon, and much money has been expended
on the Harvey estate. All these items re-
present a great deal of expenditure in the
Sonth-West. Then we come to the butter
factory at Bunbury. It is not the people of
Runbury whe provide ihe milk and cream,
but. mostly the people around Capel. When
the late Minister for Lands proposed to
erect a butter factory at Capel there was a
how! of indignation from Bunbury and the
ery wag, “Do nol take one of onr industries
away trom us”  Yet, as 1 have said, ut is
nolt Bunbury, but the oniside districts, that
provide the eream fur the Bunbury butter
factory, thus enabling the Bunbury share-
holders to make large profits. In my opinion
if 1he CGovernment have done but hitile in the
South-West—as a matier of fact they have
done a great deal—the people in the district
have done nothing whatever to help them-
selves.  Until we have some alteration in the
administration of the Lands Department.
until we find a Minister who will break new
ground, Wesiern Aunstralia can never hope
io be suceessful as a farming or wheat-
growing State. We cannot always be paying
out to the farming industry. As members of
Parliamenl as managers of ihe affairs of the
State it is onr dnty to see that the money ad-
vanced tothe farming industry is wisely spent ;
not to bamper or to put undue bardships
on the farming industry, but to show the
farmers how hest to improve the industry.
When an intending selector goes to the
Lands Department to  obtain  Jand. the
available land should be shown to him, but
T am not an advoeate that the land should
be cleared. Tf there are unemployed, then
it might be all right to put them on to
cleuring land, but T would insist that not
ene penny shonld be paid to any nian unli
he had worked for it. At the first meeting T
attended as a member of the nnemployment
distress fund T was instrumental in having
the charity paid through that fund stopped
and every penny which was afterwards paid
out of the fund had first to he worked for.
By this means not only is charity being done
away with, but the unemployed are separated
from the unemployable. Therefore, T say it
s reasonable to put the unemployed on to
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clearing land and when it has been cleared
the Government should put an enhanced
price upon it. Bul when u man goes Lo Lhe
Lands Departinent with the object of
selecling land, a true statement should be
given him, not fietitious statements such
as were isstied in connection with land sclee-
tion in some of our eastern areas, when
false statements were issued as to the rain-
fall.  True slatemenis should he given him
regarding rainfall and vegarding Lhe pro-
habilities and possibilitics of the land for
producing. If this were done, when the man
wen! on to the Agrigullural Bank for assis-
tance the Bank would be able (o determine
whether the land was suitable, and they
would also be able to decide whether the man
himself was sueh as should be put on to that
land, [t the intending seiector were nol a fit
person. the piroeedure should be the same as
in the case of applications for assistanee
uniter the BMines Development Vote. The
land should he vetused him.

My Nairn: Wounld you refuse land to a
man on the ground (hat he had not had ex-
perience?

Me. FOLEY : 1 would not. When a per-
zon seeks assistance under the Mines Devel-
opient Vote an inspector who knows the
industry from A to Z examines him as to
his qualifientions aund capability, and if the
inspector of mines is satisfied with his re-
plies then the prospector is given the as-
sistance he asks for. Despite the thousands
of pounds which this State pavs for experts
in the Agricultural Department, some of
whom have an extraordinary amount of
knowledge, T say they are useless beecanse
their expert knowledge is misdirected, and
the money which is paid to those gentlemen
would be better utilised if paid to retain
the serviees of inspectors who are practieal
agriculturists and whose business it wonld
he to examine inlending selectors before
heing placed on the land. I have seen set-
tlers in a portion of the wheat area, or
rather where it was expeected they should
grow wheat but where it was impassihle to
do so because of the poison on the land, and
I say it was a sin to see these poor devils
there.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: What district are
vou referring to?
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Mr, FOLEY: 1 am speaking now of land
near Kojonup. I claim that I or any other
member of the Housze could if two men were
placed before us tell whether either, and if
sv which, of those men had initiative, and it
would not take a man practical in any in-
dustry very long to decide whether either or
hath of such men were likely to make a sne-
cess in that industry. A fit man who is a
worker will always wef work in any district
whieh he zoes into, but the man who is unfit
will nol. TUntil the Government makes
it absolutely imperative ihat intending
selectors shall be put through some form of
examinalion and shall insist that after land
has been gramted to a selector he shall com-
ply with the covenants or the land be taken
from him, as 15 done in the mining aresas,
there will be no improvement in the agricul-
tural industry. There are many men to-day
holding large areas of land upon which
nothing is being done while in the same dis-
tricls probably dozens of others are pro-
perly working their land.

Mr. Smith: Tho vou mean that they are
dummying?

Mr. FOLEY: A former Minister belong-
ing to the party behind which the hon. mem-
her now sits, when the present memher for
Boulder brought a case of dummying hefore
him, which was driven home right to the
hilt, failed fo take anv action bhecause the
man rpilty of «dummying was a friend of
the hon. member. We know the harm dum-
mving has done in the mining industry.
The ex-Minister fo whom T have referred re-
fused to take action in respeet of a man
of whom it was known he had been dummy-
ing on the goldfields for vears. Had T heen
in the House at that time T eould have given
the public some information whieh would
bave resulted in his being hounded out of
thiz State long before he did leave it. As
a representative of a goldfields constitneney
T do not wish te say aaything disparaging
of farmers generallv. but T do sayv that the
administration of the Agricultaral Aet and
regulations and of the agrienltural industry
generally 1s rotten to the core and the
sooner it is mended the better. T will not
quibble as to whether this applies to the
Tndustries Assistance Board. the Agricul-
fural Bank or to any of the other phases of
the industry. But unti] we ohtain a Minis-
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ter for Lands who will take a firm stand and
will not aliow the Aet to be evaded, and will
not permit unfit men to be placed on the
land, the State will continue to go back and
the industry will remain whal it has been
up to the present time. 1t is alleged that
the goldficlds members are not acquainted
with this subject, but with the exeeption of
the working of farm machinery I will haek
any member on ihis side of the House,
whether it be axe-work, sguaring sleepers
or looking after stoek

Mr. Smith: Can they milk cows?

Mr. FOLEY: Yes, they can.

My, Smith: Yes, probably lhe State cow,

Mr. FOLBEY: On last vear’s estimates I
had a good deal to say in regard to the agri-
culiural experts. My opinions as then ex-
pressed have not altered in any way and T
now repeat thalt until the people of the
South-West take notice of the undoubted
ahility these officers possess, then every man
in this State is being taxed unfairly for the
upkeep of those experte. I had an oppor-
tunity of visiting the Brunswick State farm
last week and it is a ecredit to everybedy
concerned. Tt is well kept and T believe
well arllministered, the stock looked well and
I trust that those men and women whom I -
saw there represenfing the agrienltural and
dairving industries in the South-West will
take notice of what thev saw there and en-
deavour to profit hy it.

"Mr. LAMBERT (Coolgardie) [844): I
wizh to have a word or two fo say on this
vote, We have heard a lot said about the
productiveness of the land by members of
Parliament, bt T think that the farmer
has a greater right to talk about the pro-
duetiveness or unproductiveness of Parlia-
ment.  The rubbish which I bave had to
listen to an this vole has been the worst
T have ever heard since I have been a mem-
ber of this House. T had thought T should
et some information from the speeehes
of hon. members as to the necessity for the
very high expenditure which we find under
some of these headings, but I have not been
miven the slightest information. The mem-
ber for Leonora ecertainly made an elo-
aqnent speech, bot T believe that if I made
a determined attempt I could exceed him
with an address on generalities regarding
the quality of soil and sueh like. The




1304

speeches so far have not given any infor-
mation to the man who desired information
as to the mneecessity for this expendilure.
Many statements have been made as lo the
ability of the Commissioner for the Wheat
Belt, and the necessity for the appoint-
ment. I have heard it in the lobby, bui
never on the floor of the House, Seeing
that the necessity for these various items
of expenditure has not heen touched upon,
[ hope that the Minister for Agriculturve
will give goldfield members an opportunity
of gauging whether the expenditure set out
in. the Estimates i1s justified. There is an
enormous vote under this heading, and a
very restrieted vote under the heading of
mining, yet in respect of the latter we know
justification eould bhe shown for an in-
crease. But that increase is not fortheom-
ing with ihe result that the Minister fox
Mines, who has a desire to assist the de-
velopment of the industry, is restricted in
that desire by the paltry sum of money
which has been placed al  his disposal.
1 would like to hear some members of the
Counlry party on these respective voles.
The statement 'has bheen made generally
that in these agricultural aveas enormous
sums of money bave been wasted. We
know, as far as the Stafe is concerned, that
we have impoverished land with a limited
rainfall, and we have attempted to put set-
tlers there and teach them farming at the
Stale’s expense. If we ure going Lo con-
tinue in that way we shall have not only
the deficit, which it is alleged has been
lefl to the present Clovernment by their
predecessors, but one which will be ten
times as large, It is 1ime to ery a hall, too,
in the building of agricultural railways.

Mr. Smith: Rubbish.

Mr. LAMBERT: Notwithstanding the
faet that my friend said “rubbish,” he
knows that as far as the building of agri-
enltural lines in this State is concerned,
the time has arrived when we should cry
a halt and view the position as we find it
to-day. I have no desire to discount the
value of the agricnltural industry, bat I do
considerably discount the efforts which
lhave been made in the past to develop the
industry. We hear our friends opposite
talking glibly about lowering the price of
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the ¢arriage of fertilisers, but they must
know that if the superphosphate indusiry
were a State monopoly, the farmers would be
saved a quarter of a million of money.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: You cannot get the
phosphatie rock.

Alv.. LAMBERT: No attempt has been
made (o get it. 1t would be ohtainable if
we only made a serions attempt to secure
it, but so far they have only toyed with it.
It is eolossal nonsense for a man to talk
about the great South-West and ils  po-
tentialities. T was down at the Yallingup
Caves only a vear or two ago and they sup-

"plied there in the shape of food, tinned

fish, ‘tinned fruit, tinned milk, tinned
vegetables, and possibly tinned dog. 1
would like to have heard a general and
sincere  diseussion on  the expenditore
which is being incwrred in <connection with
the employment of the permanent heads of
the wvarious branches of this department,
and whether they are men of real utility
in the direction of helping the agricultural
industry. I desire lo gzet some information
inder the respeetive heads in the hape of
being able to make suggestions in the direc-
tion of exereising economy where that econ-
omy is justified. If £5,000 or £10,000 ean
e ent out and the services aof some of the
permanent heads done away with, it wonld
he an advantage to the State. Mr. Smith
only the other night asked a guestion ahout
the ntilily of certain heads of departments.
There are a lot of heads in this department
whose serviees could be dispensed with.

The Minigtor for Works: What would
vou do with them?

Mr. LAMBERT: T would put them on
the land and see whether they eould do any
wood. We know that the Brunswick State
Farm 18 run under ideal eonditions yet the
Commissioner for the South-West is quile
unable to make it pay.

Mr. Allen: Mr. Connor wonld tell you
differently.

Mr. LAMBERT: T urge the Minister to
do his utmost in the direction of exercising
ceonomy so far as the heads of the vari-
ous departments are concerned.

Mr. PIESSE (Toodyay) [8.52]: I sym-
palhise with the member for Coolgardie,
whe is anxious to get all the information
possible, because T know that information is
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not eastly obtained, and so far as the items
on the Estimates are concerned we have the
testimony of the late Minister for Lands, and
also the present Minister, that the vote has
been cut down to the lowest minimum.
Whilst there is a recognised desire on
the part of the Minister to place the Lands
Depariment on a sound and workable basis
amd advanee land settlement generally, 1
regret that he should have given expression
to the view that the work of construcling
agricultural railways slould stop. We would
not have had an 18 million bushel harvest
last season if it had not heen for our agricul-
tural railways.

.Mr. Taylor: And you would not have had
the deficit staring you in the face.

Mr. PIESSE: That defi¢it is due to want
of business acumen on the part of the late
Ministers. I can give hon. members in-
stances of the lack of business acumen in
the direction of the construction of railways
departmentally. The earrying out of this
|policy has retarded the progress of agrienl-
{ure in the State. T do not say this in any
unfriendly spirit. Take the Bolgart exten-
sion as an jnstanece. That is only a short
tength of railway which should have heen
huilt in a tithe of the time which was
actually taken to construct it, and whilst the
line was being built, the uneomplaining
s¢ttlers were carting their wheat a distance
of 14 and 15 miles. TIf the line had heen

built  under the contract svstem it
would have bheen completed long he-
fore the time it was actually readv.

T.et me refer to the line from Dowerin to
Merredin. 1 have heard members state that
its construction was not justified. But only
last vear something like a million bags of
wheat were carried over it. Does that show
whether the expenditure was justified in the
construction of the line? Tt is only the
energy and  push on the part of
the people who seftled on the land and
proved the eapability of the soil that in-
dueed the Government to build many of the
agrienltaral railways, and but for these rail-
ways we would still have a great deal of vir-
gin country. With all due respeet to hon.
members opposite, thev know very little
ahout the subject. There are, of course, a
few members in this Honse whe have had
cxperience of investment in the land, I refer
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particularly to the members For Guildford
and Kanowna. I regret that ibe Minister
has not informed the Committee that it is
the intention of the Government to bring
down a new Land Bill. Such a measurc
would have added one more to the many on
the Nolice Paper but it is absolntely neces-
sarv. The present Act was framed to suit
the conditions in congenial districts aml it
is lotally inapplicable to inland settlement
where the conditions of settlement are so try-
ing thal it is necessary that more generous
conditions should be provided, I know it is
the desire of the House that we should get
through these Hstimates as speedily as pos-
vible and while T eould suggest many altera-
tions, 1 will refrain from doing so. [ ean
only express the hope that everything will
be done to enable the settlement of the in-
land areas io he carried out suceessfully.
Let us consider the position of land settle-
ment {o-day as affecting the returned soldier.
I personally have nol foo much hope of
making land settlement a suecess from that
point of view. Practical men are aware thatl
it requires the strongest of econstitutions to
2o on the land, and that a wounded or en-
feebled man would be out of place there.

Other avenues should be opened for our
wounderd soldiers. With regard to the re-
pricing of lands, there are certain
anomalies to be remedied, and I trust
the Government will give partienlar
consideration to the subjeet. The sys-
tem adopted by the present Govern-

ment of assisting settlers under the Indus-
tries Assistance Board is highly satisfactory.
That assistance represenis a perfectly safe
invesiment. If one district alone will pro-
duce a million bags of wheat, it is within
reason that other distriets will do well. In
connection with the repricing of lands, I
hope the Government will alse give attention
to the question of poison leases. While the
price of poison land has been reduced by
half, ihe term of the lease has been reduced
by 50 per cent.

Mr. Angwin: The Government should
give people poison land for nothing.

Mr. PIESSE: I agree with that inter-
jection, because there is poison land whieh
takes a lifelime to elear.

Mr. TAYLOR (Mt. Margaret) [9.6]: I
wish to know from the Minister for Lands
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as regards the expenditure on the Lands
Department alone, apart from the depart-
menl of Agricultnre, whether he considers
he has made the necessary economies for this
year, laking into consideration the volume
of the work now being done, and likely to
be done during the remainder of the year.
We know there has been liftle or nothing
done for some time past in the Lands De-
partment of this State exeept io endeavour
to finance those who have heen on the land
for some years. The member for Northam
{Hon. J. Mitchell) when Minister for Lands
created sueh a fictitious land hoom, and set-
tled so many people on the land during two
or three years, that the finances of the State
have been drained ever sinee in the nof en-
tively successful endeavour to keep those
people on the land. Hundreds of the set-
tlers then placed on the land have now left
it, and their farws are thrown on the hands
of the Agriculiural Bank—some of them
valueless, and some in even a worse state
than when they were first taken up. In view
of these faets, is lhe proposed cxpenditure
of the Lands Depariment justified? I be-
lieve the department are now mainly oeceu-
pied in granting exemplions and (rying to
collect rents. One matter to which I desire
to draw the attention of the present Minister
for Lands, as 1 have drawn to it that of his
predecessors, is the exorbitant rental on pas-
toral lands on the goldfields. People who
try to raise stock in the goldfields areas have
to pay exactly the same rental as squatiers
in the Kimberleys and other holders of what
hns been deseribed as the finest grazing land
in Australia. The Agrienltural Department
are spending thousands of pounds to keep
the rabbits out of the grazing eountry of the
North-West, and at the same time fencing
in the rabbits on the goldfields; holders of
both classes of pastoral land are charged
the same rental. I hope the Minister, when
dealing with the items, will be able to juslify
the expenditure shown on his Estimates.

My. WALKER ({(Kanowna) [911]: I
have listened with great interest to the ¢harge
of unfairness levelled against the present
Government and preceding Governments in
respect of their treatment of certain por-
tions of the State. It seems to me that the
Commitiee are more or less divided into

[ASSEMBLY.)

groups, one being for the South-West, ‘'the
paradise of the world,” another for the
North-West, of which a similar picture is
drawn, and a third for the wheat belt. So
far, however, not one member has put his
finger upon the greatest wrong that has
been done to any portion of the country by
the present Government. I refer to the
portion of this great State that 1 represent.
There can be no question but that the elec-
torale 1 represent in this Assembly is in
itself a State—capable of being worked up
to the dignity of a State. The area is suffi-
cient for a State of its own. Had that dis-
triet received proper treatment, had it re-
ceived even the mildest kind of eonsidera-
tion that has been extended to every other
lrortion of the State, it wounld be a flourish-
ing assel of the Commonwealth, Last night
I was promised that this evening I should
be told why that portion of the State is
neglected, even in a presumed attempt to
deal with it fairly. The Royal Commission
on Esperance lands has travelled all through
the district, presumably away from the
beaten track, and made some examination of
the country. The settlers have given their
testimony; and, from all the information I
have received, the evidence is unequivocal—
proving that the eountry hasg supported men
on farms for years, with all the disabilities
attending their operations, and in spite of
all the neglect which has been their portion
nt the hands of the present Gavernment and
of previous Governments. The testimony
further aflirmus the fact that under proper
cultivation the eountry is a fertile seetion
of the State, capable of beiny compared with
similar eountry in South Australia, which
has practieally made the State of South
Australia; and yet the Royal ‘Commission

" hang up the matter We are to wait until

the end of January—practically until the
session is over—whilst one Royal Commis-
sioner atfends to his own private business,
attends to the shearing on his selection.
Meantime the whole of that area, which has
pledged its faith to Governments year in and
yvear out for a quarter of a century, is to
langnish. That area has suffered a wrong,
the like of which was never perpetrated,
and is never likely to be perpetrated, in any
other portion of the eivilised world.



[29 NovempER, 1916.]

Mr. E. B. Johnston: A bad advertisement
for the whole of Western Australia.

Mr. WALEER: Undoubtedly. Some little
time ago the question of this area was under
diseusston in this Chamber, and we were
assured by a Minister of the Crown that
there would be no delay in the furnishing of
the Royal Commission’s report—that, in
fact, the report wounld be expedited. A fur-
ther assurance was given that, as soon as
the repoert had been made available and it
was shown that the Esperance country had
lund fit for settlement, the construction of
the Esperanece Northwards railway would
proceed. Yet now we find, while the Royal
Commission are delaving their report, that
the Governmeni have on their Estimates
provided nothing to continue the construe-
tion of the railway. Therefore, if the report
were received to-morrow, the wrong fhat
has heen done wounld not be remedied, and
the promise of the Ministry to this House
wonld be violated. 1 submit that here we
have one of the gravest charges apainst the
Lands Department.  The Minister for
Lands deals with the seitled portions of this
country; but part of his administration re-
fers to the furiher secttlement of Western
Australia. T would like to know what sin-
cerity there is in a (overnment which talks
ahbout making provision for the tHousands
who are to come annually after the war is
over to make their future ltomes under the
Southern skies, but which deliberately by
their conduct and their treatment of the Es-
perance districk lock wp what is praeticaily
a State in itself, a land eapable under pro-
per treatment of supporting millions of in-
hahitants. They have tabooed it and
slandered it and it has gone forth to the
whole world that the State of Australia
has an cxceedingly laroe portion in it of
desert unfit for habitation at all, and yet
lrere we have settlers who, in spite of the
cruelty of the Government and the wrong
which has been done, will not give up their
holdings and will not leave the distriet. They
are waiting there wilh implicit faith and
confidence, and this in spite of the misman-
agement that we have had in our Agrieul-
tural Departments. Words fail one in de-
seribing & wrong so egregious and in ade-
quately depicting the meanness of publie
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life, the spirit of polifical revenge that can
penalise a whole district, inflict untold hard-
ships and cover inhabitants with woe in
order that they may inflict a paltry politieal
revenge upon their political opponents.

Mr. MUNSIE (Hannans) [9.17]: I want
to reply first of all to one or two statements
which have been made by the member for
Toodyay in drawing attention to the delay
%o far as the previous Government is eon-
cerned in the extension of the agricultural
railway known as the Bolgart cxtension.

The CHAIRMAXN: That is nothing 1o
da with the matter before the House. This
is a question of the expenditure of moneys
in the Lands Department and has nothing
to do with railways. I have no desire to
burke discussion, bnt we will never get fin-
ished if we are going to allow railways to
be mixed up with land.

My, MUNSIHE: With all due deference (o

.vou, Sit, T think (hat every member who

has spoken in this Chamber has meniioned
agricultural railways, We are dealing with
land and agricultural development n tlis
State and 1 contend that to develop this
State we musi build agricultural railways.
L will, bowever, fake an opportunily of say-
ing what T infended te say on this question
when dealing with the railway Estimates.
With regard to the remarks of the member
for Bunbury he said that nothing had been
done up-to-date by any of the Governmenis
with rezard o educating the farmer for his
own henefit.  Only the other day the Min-
ister for Lands sent me an invitation to visit
the Brunswick State farm for the purpose
of seeing what the Sonth-West was capable
of producing under proper supervision.
We have also a State farm at Narrogin and
another in the Geraldton distriet. I contend
that the previous Govenment have done a
considerable amount in the direction of edu-
cating the farmer in the best method to
pursue for the successful cultivation of our
lands. The leader of the Country party by
interjeclion inferred that nothing had been
done for the fruit grewers. We have down
on the Estimates a sum of £750 for an ex-
pert in fruit, namely, Mr. Moody. In my
opinion, that officer has given splendid ad-
viee to the orchardists of this State.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: And they refused to
take it for a number of years.
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Mr, MUNSIE: In many instances the moen
who endeavoured to make orehards in the
Slate persisted in going on their own know-
ledye and refused to accept the good advice
tendered by that officer, While I believe
there is a considerable amount of land in
the South-West that is first-class dairy coun-
vy, mention has also been made of the set-
Uers of the Denmark distriet. 1 believe
(hat the previous Government brought aboat
i reduction in the price of land 1o the sef-
leis in that distriet, but I am perfectly sat-
isfied that we are not going to get settlers
to take up that land if we charge them any-
thing for it. In the interests of the State,
particularly from the point of view of pro-
ducing snfiteient dairy produee for our own
reqnirements, 1 think we should make that.
land available free to 1he settler. Some of
the settlers are as fine a class of settler as
one could wish to find anywhere in Australia,
but this land is practically breaking their

liearls becanse of the work entailed and the-

enormous diffieullies 1o be overcome in mak-
ing their homes there and in clearing the
land. No doubt the Agrienltural Bank
imve advanced a fuir amount of money per
acre for the clearing of portion of that
land. 1 visited some of the thicket country
al Denmark a little while ago, and if T was
offered a bonus of £300 and given a hun-
dred aeres of the hest land on condition that
1 provided a home for myself there, T would
not accept the offer. Some means will have
to be provided whereby we can assist these
men to clear a suflicient quantity of land
To enable them lo make a living.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: This land has al-
ready been cleared, Tt is a question of re-
clearing.

Mr. MUNSIE: Not the portion to which
I refer. Where Karrl timber is rung there
nve even more diffienlt problems hefore the
settler, The suckers are growing there to
such an extent (hat wunless we c¢an
by scientifie experimenis find that we ean
make use of that timber, T do not think any-
one would undertake the clearing of the
land. As a representative of a goldfields
vlectorate 1 wish to emphasise the fact that
u good deal has been said in the House with
regard to the amount of assistance granted
1o the farmer. In my opinion all the farm-
ers are not ungrateful for the assistance
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rendered (o them by the previous Govern-
went, but a considerable number of them
are ungrafeful for the assistance which was
offered, During the abnormal conditlions
that prevailed owing to the drought during
the season before last it was absolutely im-
perative for the Government of the day to
ussist the settler who was holding land. Not
only was this assistance necessary to the sei-
tler himself, but particularly in the interests
of the people who had money in the Sav-
ings Bank, From the point of view of se-
curily the Government were bound to assisl
these men. I quite believe that 90 per cenf.
ol the Larmers who were assisted in this
State were men who had previous assistance
from the Agricuilural Bank.

Mr. W, D, Johnson: You could say 98 per
cent.

Mr, MUNSIE: That being the ease it
must be remewmbered that quite four millions
of money, which was put into the Agrieul-
tural Bank for the purpose of assisting the
Tarmer, was money which had been placed in
the Giovernment Savings Bank by the peo-
ple of the Siate. No matter what assistance
ilie farmers got or what any Government
are preparved to do for them, we still have
hon. members getting up and telling us that
il is impossible for the farmer to make a
sunceess under existing ecircumstances, If
wheat growing here is as bad as it is said to
Lbe by representatives of farming constitu-
encies, it is time we considered the position
of removing Lhe settlers from ihe land allo-
gether. No Government in the world could
continue to go on giving assistance if by
doing so they could not make the industry
self-supporting.

My, W. D. Johnson: It is a question of
getting stoek.

Mr, MUNSIE: It has been said that there
is only one way of making the farming in-
dustry pay and that is to encourage the set-
tler to go in for stoek,

Mr. Hickmott: That is the only hope.

Mr. MUNSIE: If the present Govern-
ment are in power when the next Estimates
are introduced I hope they will mnake a big
alteration in the direction of providing as-
sistance to seitlers so that they can pur-
chase the necessary stock.

Mr. Underwood: Tt is also a question of
getting water for the stock,
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Mr. MUNSIE: This is a very sore pomnt
with me so far as agricultarists are con-
cerned. The late Government did more. 1o
provide water for the farmers of the Siate
than any other Government in the State of
the Commonwealth or the British Dominions.

Mr. Underwood: There are millions of
acres Yor which it is impossible lo provide
water,

Mr. MUNSIE: Hundreds of thousands of
pounds have been spent by the late Govern-
ment in providing water for the farmer
which no one hears about.

Mr. E. B, Johnston: And well spent, too.

My, MUNSIE: That is so. It is up lo
hon. members to stop erving stinking fish in
respect of wheat growing, If the position is
as bad as some hon. members say, then for
heaven’s sake let us get out of it. IPerson-
ally, I do not helieve it 13 as bad as that, I
musl congratulaile the Minister on the redue-
tions shown in the Estimates. At (he same
time I hope hon. members will endeavour to
make stiil further reductions. Several itewms
shown might well be reduced at least 50 por
cent., while others could be wiped out alto-
wether to Lhe advantage of the State.

This eoneluded the general debate on the
Lands and Surveys Estimates; votes and
items discussed as follows:—

Vote—Lands and Surveys, £44,587:

Ttem, Clerks, £917.

Mr. E. B. JOHNSTOXN: There is amony
{hese elerks one in charge of the inspection
branch at & salary of £216. Other clerks in
smilar positions receive £270. T happen to
know that the duiies of the clerk in charge
of the inspection branch involve a great deal
of responsibility.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I will
he pleased to leok inte the matier.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Tn any case it is a
queslion for the Public Service Commis-
s10ner.

Ttem. Chief Drafisman, £432.

Mr. W. D, JOHNSON: During last years
discussion hon. members drew altention to
the enormons cost of drafting in the T.ands
Department. Tn reply to the criticism 1
intimated that a board would be appointer
to investizate the cost of drafting, and to
see whether a lot of the overlapping could
not be avoided. The hoard was appointed
and brought in a report demonstrating that
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many thousands of pounds could be saved
by combining a number of the drafting
branches. That hoard pointed to many
economies which could be effected. I
strongly urge the Minister to put tbat re-
port into operation.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I quite
agree that a great deal could be saved if
some of this overlaping could be dispensedl
with, I am thankful to the hon. member
for having drawn my altention to the re-
port, which I will certainly call for and
peruse.

Item, Temporary Surveyors and Officers
not otherwise provided for, £270.

Mr, MUNSTE: T would like some infor-
mation in respect to this item.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I find
from my notes that it is only one surveyor
at a salary of £270. The item is accounted
lor by the Ffaet that a permanent surveyor
was injured and a temporvary appointmeni
made to fll his place.

ltem, Disiriet Land and Survey Office,
Pridgetown, Computers and Drafismen,
£516.

ilr. E. B. JOHNSTON: A litile farther
down the Estimates provision is made for
the reinsiatement of the district office at
Northam. I agree thai these offices should
be re-opened.

Mr. W. D. Johnson: Il will be a seansal
if they are.

Mr, E, B, JOHNSTOX: T am sorry that
while provision is made for the re-opening
of the Northam office similar provision is
nol made for the re-opening of the offices
at Geraldton, Albany, and Narrogin. From
the office at Narrogin practically the whole
of the Great Scuthern lands were controlled.
I wish to congratulate the Government on
their decision to re-open these offices, and
to ask why provision is not made for the
reopening of {he other offices I have
enumerated.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSOX: T wish to congra-
tulate the Government on not having re-
introduced this wasteful exepnditure. One
of the wildest things ever initiaied was the
establishment of these district land offices.
It was an absolute waste of money, designed
purely to placate certain towns and give
them a slaff of fairly highly paid eivil ser-
vants wilh nothing to do. When the pra-
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vious Government decided io cluose these
oflices 1n the inierests of economy, represen-
tations were made that the Bridgetown olfice
should be left open. 1t was pointed out to
ipe as Minister (hal various lands in the
vicinify had just been surveyed and thrown
vlen fur seleetion, and thal the eontinuation
ot the Bridgetown oflice wounld facilitate sel-
tlement there, I agreed to allow it {o con-
tinue For 12 months. Up to the time I lefl
olfice the lexpectations were not realised.
There is no justification whatever for con-
tinuing this Bridgetown office. 1 hepe the
Miuister will not be influenced by parochi-
alism on the_part of eertain bon. members
to rush into this wild and useless expendi-
tnre once more. 1 want the Minister to ex-
tend the closing down to apply to Bridge-
town, where the experiment has nol been
Justified.
Vote put and passed.

This completed the Estimates of the ].ands
Trepartiment.

Depariment of Agrienllure (Hen. H. B.
Lefvoy, Minister}.

Vote-— Development  of
£41,315:

Item, Commissioner for the Wheat Belt,
£756.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: We have four of
these commissioners, and last night we voted
a sum of £700 for an agrieultural professor ak
the Umniversity. We are paying infinitely
too high a pries for expert advice. This is
shown by the faet that it has been found
necessary to appoint a Royal Commission to
inyuire into the agrienltural industry. Leav-
ing that point aside, however, we have fo
recollect that we have not the facilities for
shipping wheat after it has heen grown.
What is the use of spending thousands a
vear for services of men to show us how fo
grow wheat when it eannot be disposed of
after it has been grown. By deleting these
items for experts a saving of £3,000 or £4,000
conld be effected, because a similar posi-
tion arises in the case of the Fruit Com-
missioner.  Shortly we . shall be having
fruit for export, but again we shall not
have ships to take it away. Therefore why
pay £1,000 to an expert to show us how to
grow fruit? Since this is a time when econ-
omy should be practised, T wonld e~vmmend

Agriculiure,
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these items to the attention of the Minister
for Agriculture.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I am sur-
prised that the bon. member should suggest
that these oflicers be dispensed with, Merely
becanse we canoot ship our wheat away he
suggests that we should discontinne the grow-
ing of wheat. In my opinion we should
redouble our efforts and endeavour to pro-
duee it to a much larger extent than at any
previous time. With reference to the wheat
expert, everyone knows Mr. Sufton is an
ollicer of great knowledge and energy. It is
a pity that we caunot have more of his time
devoted entirely fo giving advice to the far-
mers, instead of being appointed on so many
boards which now take up so much of his
time. He has done a great work in VWestern
Australia, and I wounld remind the Committee
that it iakes some time for an expert to be-
come acquainted with the whole of Western
Australiai and now that this officer is au fait
with our country his services are most valu-
able to the Government and to the State.

Mr. TAYLOR: I understand from the
Minister that the services of these experts
are valuable. But if the position be that an
expert has been retained and his advice pre-
sented to the Government, and it is found
after gix wears of such expert adviee the
Government deems it necessary to appoint a
Royal Commission to advise them as to the
suitability of certain areas for wheat pro-
duetion and general agrienltnre, then that
is a reflection upon the experts. I am merely
placing the position as I find it This offieer.
I presume, is an expert on wheat growing
and it is not fair that he should be put on
to other work in regard to which he is not
expert.

Hon. TJ. D." Connolly (Honorary Minis-
ter) : That is not true. He is doing both to-
day.

Mr. TAYLOR: Then I say that is unfair.
He cannot be expected to be an expert
in both branches, and cannot he expected
to meet the demands made on him.
Before going to the expense of appointing
the roval eommission which is now touring
the country, the Government should have
given this officer the chance of proving his
skill and ability in regard to wheat growing.
The whole services of this officer should
have been devoted to advising the farmers as
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{o wlheat growing and on no other work,
The argument of the Minister that because
these officers are permanent they should not
he dispensed with is a very weak one. If
it has been pessible to take this officer off
his special dufies as wheat expert and put
him on to other work, then it must be that
the desire for experf knowledge has not
been very great in the past and if that be
the position then [ say the experts could be
done away with. 1 am not asking that the
Government shall take this view but 1 do say
that such a view would he amply justified in
the eircumstances. T repeat, it is unfair to
the officer himself to take him away from
axperl work wlich the Governmeni show a
desire to have done, and for which Parha-
ment  lwas  provided £756 per annum;
it is unfair that he should be taken from this
and put on work which probably a man at
£300 per annnm conld do equally well.

Mr. Underwood: He is taken away and
put on to any old joh which is Hoaling
aroand.

Mr. TAYLOR: The hon. gentleman has
heen a Minisier for sometime and doubiless
lie ts spenking with authority.

Mr. Angwin: The expert has been engaged
on most important jobs.

Mr. TAYLOR: Here we have two Minis-
ters who disagree on the point of the valne
of the work this expert is on. TIf this
officer’s serviees are of the great value
aserihed to him, he is something more
than a’ wheat expert and the item shonld
embrace all his avocations, so that members
might know exactly what they are voting
for. The item is for a wheat cxpert and
the salary I think is a reasonable one for
that position. If the position is to be
retained this officer should occupy all Inus
time advising wheat growers to the hest
of his ability.

Mr. W. D. JOHINSON: We have heard
a good deal to-night regarding the necessity
for developing the South-West from the
member for Bunbwry. It is wonderful how
cloquent that hon. member can become on
matters of which he has no knowledge.
Being unhampered with knowledge, he con-
sequently runs wild. It is remarkable that
ihe member for Bunbury, who represents
a portion of the South-West, has so little

tuss an item hefore that.
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knowledge of the part of the country
which he represents as to say that nothing
has been done for the South-West. Dur-
ing the last vear or two a genuine effurt
has been made to develop the South-West
on the lines which he himself has indicated.
I would impress upon the Commiftee that
a discount must be placed on the value
of our agricultural industry se tar as the
outside world is coneerned, so long as we
continue to import dairy produce, as we do
to-day. Until we develop the South-West
and feed our wwn people, without going
outside for our dairy produce, we cannot
expect lo get that flow of agricultural iw-
migation we should all like to see. The
wewmber for Bunbury, however, desires us
to rush into a wild scheme something like
the one a previous Giovernment rushed in-
to, in a desive to develop the Denmark area.
In that case the Government were influenced
to do something very similar to ithat which
the hon. member would like to see the Gvov-
ernment repeat to-day, when large aveas
of land were cleared before it was known
that the people would take up the land.
In the end aw effort had to he made io
keep dewn the undergrowth on the cleared
landl by importing goats.

AMr. Underwood: On a peint of order;
the hon. member is discussing the develop-
ment of the South-West. 1 wanted fo dis-
I rose at the
same time as the member for Guildford.
and certainly indicated that T wanted to
speak on an item preceding the one he is
discussing.

The CHAIRMAN: The member for 1*il-
bara is entitled to refer to the item preced-
ing “*Development of the South-West.®’

Mr. UNDERWOOQOD: The item I wish to
refer to is “Commissioner for Wheat Bel(.”
I regret the Minister for Lands did not re-
ply to my remarks. Instead of that, he de-
voted his time to calling me a pessimist.
A straightforward reply wonld have been
preferable.  The hon. gentleman has not
attempted to give us any proof that this
officer is not useless at the present time.
We grew wheat long before we had an
expert here, and when we bring an expert
from the Fastern States it must be remem-
bered that he has to learn from the ex-
perience of the people who have been here
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for many years. At the present juncture
and in the present condition of the indus-
try, if we can save £1,000 we should do so.

The CHAIRMAN: Does the hon. mem-
ber propose to move to delete the item?

Mr, UNDERWOOD: I prefer to speak
ou it generally. We find that wheat grow-
ing alone will not pay, that we must have
stock, but we do not want a wheat expert
to tell us that. People found it out 20
vears ago. We have had the wheat experi
with us for six years, and I think at the
present time we can do without him and
without some of the other experis.

Item, Commissioner for the South-West,
£756.

Ar. W. D. JOHNSON: It is the desire
of the member for Bunbury that we sbould
perpetuate the blunder which was made at
Denmark.  The difficulty regarding the
settlement of the South-West is purely one
of population, and until we increase that, we
shall not get the bigger settlement that we
would like to see there, but those who are
there should be encouraged to do more. Den-
mark was one of the most diffienlt propesi-
tions that had to be faced from the South-
West development point of view. There we
had a good class of setflers, but they were
working under impossible conditions. The
Government established a small buttery fac-
tory there, and in conjunction with it estab-
lished a bacon factory. It was small, it is
true, Dut it had the desired effect, and that,
combined with the repricing of the land io
the Denmark areas, put these people in a
fair way of making a sucees of the propo-
sition. There was a butter factory struggling
along at Busselton for the past ten years.
It was established with Government assist-
ance, but the people neglected to milk the
cows. The Government took it over, and
approached the settlers with a view of get-
ting an increased supply of milk. But we
found that a number of those who held the
best land in close proximity to the factory
refused to milk their cows, because they were
making snfficient money out of sheep. We
tried to gefthe land subdivided for deirying
purposes, but we were unable to do that.
Afterwards we managed to put the factory
on a better basis, and T understand it has
met with some success now. After an in-
spection of the South-Wesi T came to the
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conclusion thet one of the best developed
areas from the dairying point of view was
undoubtedly the Capel distriet. I met the
settlers also and endeavoured to start them
in a eo-operative scheme, and the only dis-
couragement I received was from share-
holders of the Bunbury factory, who appealed
to me not to take their source of supply from
them. They wanted the settlers to perpetu-
ally eart their cream to them, so as to keep
the Bunbury factory going. There are fewer
cows milked in the Bunbuary area to-day than
was the ease years ago, and it is interesting
to find that when one makes a genuine effort
to get a factory established where there is a
puarantee of some sucecess, an appeal is
made not to proceed in that direection. We
know that a eonsiderable amount of money
iz being spent on the Bunbury harbhour
works.

Mr. E. B. Jobnsten: Is the hon. member
in order in discussing the Bunbury harbour
works? .

Mr. W. . JOHNSON: I purposely
gelected this item so that I might be able to
talk gencrally on the development of the
South-West, Tf the Bunbury harbour is not
heing constructed for the purpose of assist-
ing the South-West then it is no use pro-
ceeding with it at all. In regard to the
development of the Harvey district, an Irri-
gation Acl was passed to encourage the fur-
ther development of that part of the State,
and an immediate start was made towards
establishing an irrigation area al Harvey to
demonstrate what could be done by way of
irrigation. We have 600 acres of land cleared
there, and we have hag it ploughed, yet there
is no clamour from the people of the South-
West to take it up.

Myr. Thomas: A whole 600 acres cleared!

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: Yes, and 40 acres
are quite sufficient to keep any settler fully
ocenpied, This land can be irrigated, and it
is all ready for immediate occupation. What
is the use of the hon. member appealing
fo the Chamber to clear more land
when already we have this big area cleared
and ploughed? The least practical man in
the House is the member for Bunbury.
In Bunbury is a butter factory which ean-
not he maintained by the people of Bunbury.
T do not know whether it is that they are too
lazy. T recognise the value of the district,
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anmd  also recognise the difficully of arousing
enthusiasm in the dairying industry. The
adoption of the suggestion made hy the
member for Bunbury would render the posi-
fion worse.

[Mr. Holman resumed the Chair.]

Mr. THOMAS: The 600 acres at Harvey
to which the inember for Guildford Las re-
ferred as having been cleaved and thrown
open for selection have been cleared, but
have not been specificially thrown open tor
selection. Tn any ecase, eut up into 40 acre
blocks that area would only meet the needs
of 15 persons. The member for Guildford
showed his hand plainly lo-night as regards
the South-West. His rather disgraceful at-

tack npon the Bunbury hutter factory shows -

that he has never had any sympathy with the
South-West. He said that factory was com-
mitting a fraud by pretending to mannfae-
ture butter while really importing it from
the Eastern States. One of the reasons why
the development of the South-West has not
progressed as fast as it should have, lies in
the fact that the distriet eame under the in-
fluence of the member for Guildford. The
hon. member has repeatedly taken advantage
of his position in this House to belittle the
indnstries established in the South-West.
While the hon. member was Minister for
Lands he did, it is true, iry to establish a
South-Western butter factory; but his man-
agement ruived it. The factory has been
taken over hy the present Minister for Lands
and is proving a sueccess—it is now turning
out two tons of butter a week. Fortunately,
the South-Western distriet is not now under
the administration of the member for Guild-
ford.

Ttem, Chief Inspector, Rabbits and Ver-
min Boards, £504. .

Mr. OICKMOTT: This seems a large
amount to spend for inspection, especially
as the Estimales contain another item of
£9,000 for the rabbit-proof fence. How 1
the money cxpended, and is the work done
worth the expenditure?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: As hon.
members are aware, the State has a very
large cxtent of rabbit-proof fencing, 2,034
miles altogether, to be looked after by the
Chief Inspector and his staff. Proper in-
speection 15 essenlial.
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Mr. MUNSIE: The item appears under
the heading “Rabbits and Vermin Boards.”
The salaries of the Chief Inspector and his
staff total £1,120. Do these officers perform
any other work besides the inspeetion of rab-
bit-proot fences? Have they any duties
connected with vermin boards?

The MINISTER FQOR LANDS: Their
sole duty is to look after the rabbit-proof
fences. T do not know whether any vermin
boards exist now.

Mr. TAYLOR: What amount of time
does the chief inspector put in on inspecting
the fence, and what time does he put in in
his office in Perth?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I can-
uot tell the hon. member exacily the amount
of time he puts in in the different places.
He has to see that the inspeetors who have
the eontrol of these fences are doing their
duty. It is impossible for one man lo over-
look 2,000 miles of fencing.

Mr. TAYLOR: How often does the chief
inspeetor personally inspect the fences dur-
ing the course of the year?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: When he
is out looking into the work of the inspectors
he personally inspects the fence. The re-
sponsibility of looking after the fence is en-
tirely upon the boundary riders.

Mr. BUTCHER : The duties of the chief
inspector are very hard and he holds a re-
sponsible position. He is responsible to
the country for keeping 2,000 miles of fenc-
ing in order. e is also responsible for the
vermin board at Carnarven. These fences
are doing a great deal of good in the way
of protecting some of our hest pastoral
country. Mr. Crawford is doing his duty
well, and so are his sfafl doing their duty
well. He bas also to visit the different
stations and see ihat the settiers are Keeping
down the rahbits on their holdings,

Mr, TAYLOR: 1Is any travelling allow-
ance granted to the chief inspector over and
ahove his salary?

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: This
officer gets the ordinary iravelling allowance
provided for under the regulations.

Ttem, Rabbit-proof fences, expense of np-
keep generally, including wages, £9,000.

Mvr. SMITH : There are more rabbits in-
side No. 1 fence than there are outside, and
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vet to-day inspectors are patrolling these
fences at great expense to the country. I
think we conld do away with this particular
fence altogether. It could be taken up and
given to the farmers. 1 move an amend-
nmeni—

That the item be reduced by £2,000.

Mr. MULLANY: I support the amend-
went and had intended to move for a redue-
tion of £4,000. Last year the money spent in
this way was wasted, and it is to be wasted
again this year if it is spent. This par-
ticular fenee was construeted 14 years ago
hecause it was feared that the rabbits might
invade the pastoral and agricultural parts
of the State. There are rabbits on both
sides of No. 2 fence, and along the beach at
(ievaldton one can alwavs see rabbits. It is
an eopen question as to whether the fences
are used to keep the rabbits in or keep them
out  The rabbit-proof fence extends from
Ravensthorpe to Port Hedland  This so-
called rabbit-proof fence is undoubtedly of
great service to pastoralists in the North.
West. The squatters beween that fenee and
the coast know well that their stock cannot
gef away, and that iz undoubtedly one rea-

son why they desire to keep it in a proper-

state of repair. For the purpose of keep-
ing the rabbits in check the fence is abso-
lutely valueless. I do not desire merely to
draw aftention to this question and bave it
discussed ; T want the expenditure to cease.
However, half the year has gone, and so I
suggest to the member for North Perth that
he should amend his motion acecordingly. I
have pleasure in sapporting the hon. mem-
her.

Mr. BUTCHER : I was rather amused at
the hon. member’s deseription of the rabbit-
proof fences and the use to which he seems
to think they are put. Alse, his knowledge
of the geography of Western Australia is
amusing, Those fences were put up for the
protection of the pastoral areas in the first
Tlace, and they have served a good purpose.
In addition to ithe three main rabbit-proof
fences we have the vermin board’s fence,
which was construeted by the pastoralists
al iheir own expense.

Mr. Underwood: At whose expense?

[ASSEMBLY.}]

Mr. BUTCHER: The money was bor-
rowed from' the Government and the pas-
toralists are paying interest on if to-day.

My, Beaddan: Can vou show us op the
Tistimates wlere that interest is credited?

Mr. BUTCHER: I understand all the
pastoralists have paid their rates regularly
sinee the amendment of the Act. The hon.
member’s Government made the conditions
impassible for some of the smaller settlers.

Mr. Scaddan: Not the Government; it was
a board.-

Mr BUTCHER: However, all within the
area are paying their rates to-day, and it is
only fair that the Government should main-
tain the fence. Tt would be a crime if the
rabhit-proof fences were neglected, Would
anyone snggest that the pastoral industry is
not worfh protecting? It is the prineipal
industry in Western Australia. T hope the
itera will not he reduced.

My, CUNNINGHAM: T yield to no one
in my desire for economy; still these rabbit-
prool fenees were erected to protect the in-
dustries of the State against the encroach-
ment of rabbits, and it would he wrong to
reduce he vote provided for the mainten-
anee of those feneces. From all that one can
learn, the rabbits are spreading, and at an
early date we will have to go into the ques-
tion of whether it 13 desirable to maintain
the fences any longer. In the meantime T
think it would be wise to continne to main-
tain the fences.

Me. MUNSIE: 1 will support the motion
moved by the member for North Perth.
When the fenees were built it was necessary
te do something to protect the industries
against the rabbits, but T am satisfied to-
day that there are as many rahbits hetween
the fences as there are ountside. Still, I do
not think the rabbits are likely to do much
harm to either the pastoral or the agrieul-
tural induostry. Eleven or twelve years ago
one eould shoot as many rabbits on the lakes
hetween Kalgoorlie and Broad Arrow as one
could carry away. More recently there were
no rabbits there at all, although to-day, as
the result of several good seasons, there is
an odd onc to be found. The proposal to
gpend £9,000 on the maintenance of the
rabbit-proof fences represents a sinful waste
of money. The only point worthy of eon-
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sideration is. whether the State should main-
tain the fences for the purpose of prevent-
ing the rabbits getting back to South Aus-
tralia.

Mr. Scaddan: Is it not as well 1v main-
tain ihe Kences and prevent the rabbits
getling into the magnificent pastoral areas
of the goldfields?

AMr. MUNSIE: There is nothing to pre-
vent the rabbits getting there; still the
pastoralists have no fear of them. [ hope
the motion will be carried.

Mr. W. D. JOHNSON: [ wish to appeal
lo the Commitliee to realise that we are
dealing with a very big question which
requires tackling in different fashion from
that proposed. There is room for close
investigation as to whether the maintenance
of No. 1 fence is any longer justified. Re-
cently I visited an area belween the two
tences, and found that during the last six
months there has been a great increase in
the number of rabbits. Whether they will
fu on inereasing remains to bhe seen, for in
this State they do not always increase
steadily in any one locality. In Lhe Es-
perance distriet the settlers were eaten out
by rabbiis in one year, and in the next vear
there were no rabbils there at all. In any

of0se, whether they will he as numerous next
vear as they are this vear does not alter the
[act that it is a question whether the No. 1
fence 15 serving any good purpose. The
rabbits are hetween lhe Lwo femees and 1
would protest against any interference wiih
the No. 2 fence. This fence is serving a
valuable purpose and we certainly should
not interfere with it. 1 think, however,
the Minister would be justified in closely
investigating the question of abanduning the
outer fence and utilising ihe wire in the
direction of supplying it io the settlers to
enable them to fence in their own holdings.

Mr. UNDERWOOD: [ do not like to
suzgest anything that may appear to be of
a personal nature, but I would point out
that the hon. member who has just sat down
has some pastoral econntry on the Eastern
side of the No. 1 fence and it looks as if
he wanted to keep the rabbiis on the Western
side of the fence. It would be an advanlage
to him as a pastoralist to keep the rabbits on
the Western side and not let them pet on to
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his station property. I will support the
amentdment. 1 have been convinced for
some yvears that so far as the North is con-
cerned ihe fence is absolutely useless. The
Minister for Lands will find a report of mine
advising that at least the Northern portion
of the fence should he diseontinued. The
member for Roebourne says that ihe people
of (iascoyne are paying for that fence, I
am pleased to hear that. T would like some
information from the Treasurer as to how
muceh they are paying and who is paying.
They borrowed the money from the Govern-
ment (o erect the fence, spent it right
rovally and then refused to pay sufficient
rates.

Mr. Buteher: That is not correct.

Mr, CNDERWOQOD : They refused to pay
sifficient rates to make up ioterest and
sinking fund, much less maintenance
charges. Some miles of the fencing was
washed down and it lay on the ground
for months and the board bruught in their
men from the fence. We are told that if
we take that fenee down the areas in ihe
North will be over-run with rabbits. By
travelling through that country, T have
vleaned that the rabbits do” not go within
300 miles of the North coast. We have
men riding up and down that fence, who
are supposed to be keeping the rabbits out,
bot as a matier of fact thev would not
know a rabbit 1f they saw one because they
have been there for many vears and they
have never seen onc. I am speaking with
some knowledge of the country. Some of
our best pastoral areas are in the Eastern
woldfields areas. At Sturt Meadows they
are doing very well indeed out of pastoral
country and that is all East of the No, 1
fence. That is country which we never
think of protecting from rabbits, The ex-
pertence is (hat the rabbits do nol go so
far North. This has been proved also in
the Eastern part of Australia by the fact
that rabbits have never been seen XNorth
of a certain locality.  Therefore, to cun-
tinne to spend monev 1n maintaining the
fence in Northern localities is absurd.
Wiere the rabbits are in great numbers
we cannol prevent them getting through
the fence. The expenditure is nearver
£15.000 than £10,000 and, in my opinion,
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it is absolutely useless expenditure. My
electors would be just as well off if the
fence were pulled down; that would result
in the saving of the cost of upkeep. Or
perhaps the fence would make a first eluss
barrier to stop tick-infested bullocks. 1
sincerely trust expenditure on the rahbit-
proot fence will cease at the earliest pos-
sible moment- In reading the veports of
the officers who are in charge of the fence.
it must always be borne in mind that thoze
oflicers are writing to justify their jobs. 1
trust the Committee will support the pro-
posal of the member for North TPerth (o
reduce the expenditure.

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I was
glad to bear the observations of the mem-
ber for Guildford, who knows more about
this matter than any other member of the
Committce. Hon. members will, I hope.
hesitale before agreeing to cut down the
amount,  The passing of the amendment
will mean that the whole of the money
spent on the fence up to date has been
thrown away. When hon. wmembers talk
about doing away with the fence, they do
not, T think, mean the entire abolition of
the system of* proteetion against rabbits.
I have expressed the opinion that possibly
the No. 1 fence might be done away with,
as there seem to be more rabbits hefween
the two fences than there are outside. The
expenditure for last year was £9,890, which
amount I have eut down, for this year,
to £9,000. That fact, I thought, wonld
show that I am endeavouring to economise.
Believing that the No. 1 fence might be
dispensed with, T had the matter thoroughly
investigated: and the views expressed by
hon, members to-night help me, as support-
ing my view. [ have in my mind that the
No. 1 fence would be of more serviee if
handed over to the agriculturists for what
it is worth, rather than that it should prove
a source of expense in its present situation,
where it is doing no good. I trust the Com-
mittee will leave the matter in my hands.

Amendment put and negatived.

Vote put and passed.

Vote—~dgricultural Bank, £16,709:

Item, Tnspectors, £12,096.

Mr., MUNSIE: There is an increase of
£7,633. What purpoese do lhese additional

[ASSEMBLY.]

employees fulfil to warrant this extra ex-
pense?

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : This is brought about by the amal-
gumalion between the Indusiries Assistance
Board and the Agrieultural Bank. The Ag-
rienltural Bank is taking over a good deal
of the work of the Industries Assistance
Board. Upen that amalgamation in Sep-
tember last 24 additional inspectors were
appoinled at a salarv, ineluding allowance,
of £334 per annum. They are carry-
ing out work for the Agrieultural Bank,
the [ndusiries Assistance Board and
the Lands Department. All these in-
spectars are not a true charge against
the Agricullural Bank. The whole ex-
penditure has been provided in the
first instanee on these Estimates, but will
evenlually be apportioned to the differeat
offices 1 Tave meniioned. 1t is estimated
that the reeoup from the Board to the Lands
Department will amouat to £8,050, leaving a
total expendilure of £4,046 upon the bank.

ltem, Tneidental, including postage, sta-
lionery, travelling, ete., £4,000.

My, MUNSIE: Last vear the expenditure
was £2,206, and the inerease for this year
is £1,704, T suppose this item is on aecount
of the increase in numbers of employees. .

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY {Honorary Min-
isler) : The inereasec is made up as follows:
—£1,300 will be recouped by the board,
leaving a net increase of £404. This is due
to the maintenance and upkeep of fonr Ford
motor ears which have been purchased by
the State for four district inspectors.

Vote put and passed.

Vote — Indusiries  Assistance  Board.
£20,697: :
Item, Tnecidental including renf, office

cleaning, posiage, stationery, travelling. ete,
£4,821.

Mr. ANGWIN: This vote proves coneln-
sively that the change brought about by the
Minister has not been conducive to eeonomy.
We find the incidental vote inereased, as well
as exira clerieal assistance.

Mr. E. B. Johnston: With greaily in-
creased cfficiency.

Hon. J. D. CONNOLLY (Honorary Min-
ister) : Although the Estimates show an in-
crease it is only for the time being, There
is a number of inspectors appointed on ac-
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count of tbe different system whieh was in-
angurated. This will enable a number of
clerks to be dispensed with at the head office.
Further, 15 inspeetors who were put off a
little time ago have had to be reinstated
and their salaries bhave to be taken into ac-
count., ‘There are really only six extra in-
spectors. It is only a matter of a book-
keeping entry. It might mean an inerease
of £1,000, but might mean a saving of
£100,000 in the assets of the board.

Vote put and passeil,

This eompleted the Estimates of the Agri-
enltural Department.

[ The Speaker reswmed the Chair.]
Progress reported.

BILLS (3)—RETURNED FROM THE
COUNCIL.
1. Nelsen Rates Validation.
2, Stamp Act Amendment.
i, Roads Aet Continuation.
Without amendment.

BILL—BETTING SUPPRESSION,

Received from the Legislation Couneil and
read a frest time.

BILL—WHEAT MARKETING.

Returned from the Legislative Council
with requested amenidments.

ADJOURNMENT—
The PREMIER (Hon.
Suseex) [11.29]: T move—
That the House at ils rising adjourn
until 3 pm. to-morrow.
Question passed.

SPECIAL.
Frank Wilson -

House adjourned at 11.30 p.m.
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Paox
Papers presented . - L3817
Queetion: Land Act, sdmigistration ... 17
Bills: Special Lease {Loke Clifton}, 3e. . . 1318
Special Lease (Stirling Estate), Com,, g, . 1818
Kingin Grues Tree Concession, 2x. . w1318

Flinders Bay-Margaret River Rculvm;, 2a.,
Com., 3n' ... 1320
States Saluries (Commonwenlth Taxat:an) Gom 1320
Licensing Act Amendment, all stages |, 1322
Wheat Marketing, Assem'b!y ] Mesaage 1824
Sitting Suspended ... 1324
Adjournmmenr, Special 1330

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

PAPERS PRESENTED.

By the Colonial Seerefary: 1, Report by
the Cowmmissioner of DPolice for the year
ended 30th June, 1916. 2, Report of the
Royal Commission on Collie Coal. 3, An-
nual report of the Water Supply, Sewerage,
and Drainage Department.

QUESTION—LAND ACT, ADMINIS-
TRATION.

Hon, J. A. GREIG asked the Colonial
Secretary: 1, [s the Colonial Secretary aware
thut the Lunds Department are administer-
ing Section 2, paragraph (b), of the Land
Aet, 1913, contrary to the spirit of the Act?
2, Will the Colonial Seeretary find out whieh
ollicer or officers of the depar{ment have been
responsible for such administration? 3, Will
the Colonial Seeretary asecertain, and let the
House know the opinion of the Solicitor
(icneral on this section.

The COLONIAL SECRETARY replied:
1, No. 2, Answered by No. 1. 3, The Soli-
¢itor General's opinion is as follows:—“The
proviso to Section 2 seems to me to be quite
clear. The reduction in the price of the land
has effect from the commencement of the
lease, but the excess in the annual rent paid
prior to the reduction of price is not repaid
to the lessee, but placed to his eredit. The
lessee has not the immediate use of thig
credit. He continues the payment of rent.
but at the reduced rate, So soon as the
price of land is paid by means of such re-



